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Humility 


By A. P. Jones 


Then the Interpreter led him by the hand intoa 
large dusty room, and said, “‘ This is the heart of a 
man ; the dust is his inward sins and corruptions 
which have defiled him.’’ — Pilgrim’s Progress. 


HY hand hath made all things 
In Heaven and sea and earth, 
But Thou didst choose, O King of kings, 
A manger for Thy birth. 


Thy servant, David’s Son, 
Obeyed Thy charge of yore, 

To build Thy holy altar on 
Araunah’s threshing floor. 


Thy Spirit still departs * 
From pomp and vain display, 

And humble, unpretentious hearts 
Thy temples are today. 


And how alike the twain, 
Our hearts and threshing floors! 
For dust and litter, chaff and grain 
Are found within their doors. 


Oh, cleanse our hearts from sin, 
Lord Jesus, by Thy grace! 

And may Thy Spirit find therein 
A humble dwelling place. 


Difficulties and Irritations 
Difficulties may be our best friends. 
And they need never bring irritation. 
They are to be welcomed if God sends 
them or permits them. Paul, assuring 
young Timothy of all the strength he 
would ever need “in the grace that is in 
Christ Jesus,” called upon him to “en- 
dure hardness, as a good soldier of Jesus 
Christ” (2 Tim. 2:1, 3). Dr. John Mac- 
Beath notes that, while Paul was no 
pessimist, “yet he did not cheer the 
younger man with any assurance of a 


lighter burden. . . . To the young man 
of the new age he writes of hardship, 
distress, risks, perils, standing with per- 
secuted minorities against the proud hos- 
tility of the world, and rallies his heart 
with this word, ‘I am _ particularly 
anxious that you should take your 
share.’” Then is added the discerning 
comment: “A high spirituality is not 
won by evading difficult issues or irri- 
tating situations.” Let us never excuse 
ourselves with the common idea that 
this or that difficulty “is enough to irri- 
tate anyone.” It cannot irritate Christ; 
and Christ, if we are children of God, is 


our life. 
= 
Wonderful 


These are dreadful days through 
which we are passing. But “we,” who 
are children of God by faith in his Son, 
are assuredly passing through these 
days; they will not overwhelm us. The 
very terrors and catastrophes and dis- 
tresses and perplexities of today are 
startlingly detailed fulfillments of God’s 
sure prophetic Word, and_= should 
strengthen rather than weaken the faith 


% 


of all believers. Dr. Louis Bauman, the 
well-known California pastor and stu- 
dent of prophecy, in a personal letter 
to the Editor speaks of the troubled 
times through which Europe is passing 
just now, and notes that “the clay is be- 
ing pulverized by the iron.” Then he 
adds: “Well, we have a_ wonderful 
Father, a wonderful Saviour, a won- 
derful Guide, a wonderful Book, a won- 
derful Hope, and a wonderful Peace 
amidst the turmoil of nations through 
which we journey for a day as pilgrims 
and strangers.” Wonderful indeed is our 
God, our Saviour, our salvation! The 
promise given to the prophet many cen- 
turies before Christ came was that “his 
name shall be called Wonderful” (Isa. 
9:6). And still four centuries before that 
prophet’s time, when a man in Israel, to 
whom the angel of the Lord appeared, 
asked, “What is thy name?” the answer 
came: ‘Wherefore askest thou after 
my name, seeing it is wonderful?” 
(Judges 13:18, R. V.) So we are to rest 
confidently, joyously, peacefully, in the 
present and coming salvation of him 
whose grace is sufficient for us, and 
whose name is Wonderful. 
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- The Minister's Prayer Life 


to have a great soul. Lifeless statues 

may be elegant, artistic, attract at- 
tention, and bestow a pleasing charm. 
Michelangelo gazed at a student’s work 
with admiration. “Only one thing is 
lacking,” he said as he turned away. 
Eagerly the student asked, “What is that 
one thing?” “Life!” answered the great 
master. Let a minister’s qualifications 
be the best they may; if they lack divine 
life they will be like cold, lifeless art. 

Beneath the carnal ribs of every 
preacher of God’s blessed Gospel should 
dwell a soul impregnated with the ma- 
jesty of holiness. In this alone can a 
man give evidence that he knows how 
to draw nigh to God. Much has been 
written of prayer, but nothing reads so 
well as life that gets salvation, health, 
and guidance from divine sources. The 
minister who will not enter the holy of 
holies of prayer will be like a spiritual 
tombstone, a cold symbol of religion, a 
relic of lifeless formalism. 

The lot of a true minister is that he 
is constantly drained of his spiritual 
strength. If he has none to give, he can- 
not really serve. When he has given 
what he has, he must needs replenish his 


Te minister’s chief responsibility is 


store from the divine storehouse. In the 
throes of their campaigning for Christ 
the apostles declared, “We will give our- 
selves continually to prayer, and to the 
ministry of the word.” The first precedes 
and concludes the latter. Holy commun- 
ion is the primary function of the min- 
ister’s life. So urgent was this .that 
Paul called upon Timothy in these 
words, “I will therefore that men pray 
every where” (1 Tim. 2:8). Danger of 
the decline of prayer commands a re- 
affirmation of this challenge. 

Our Lord Jesus renewed his vital hu- 
man resources through prayer. Pressed 
as he was by many mass appeals, he 
resorted to the lonely mountains, the 
desert, or the garden to create oppor- 
tunities for prayer. 


“Into the woods my Master went, 
Clean forspent, forspent.” 


There in the quiet he pressed through 
the veil of his humanity to fellowship 
with his Father. Out of those seclu- 
sions he would come renewed in power, 
buoyant in spirit, and unwearied to 
serve. When he came down from the 
Mount of Transfiguration he was af- 
fronted. by the sheer powerlessness of 
his disciples in the case of the demon- 
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possessed child. In answer to the dis- 
ciples’ question why they could not help 
the child, he declared, “This kind goeth 
not out but by prayer and fasting.” 

The weakness of the disciples was un- 
covered. They had not prayed as much 
and as well as they should. Like the 
modern minister, they could claim they 
were too busy. They were thronged with 
multitudinous cares. Unholy ambition 
kept them in a fever of action. They 
were in such a hurry to be thought great 
that they ended by being woefully in- 
competent. Ministers face the same dan- 
ger. Most of our ministerial incompe- 
tence is due to poor praying. 

The ministry of the Gospel is a work 
of faith. It is not wholly dependent 
upon things earthly and material. Spir- 
itual power is not derived from such at 
all. Whatever be the purpose of fasting, 
it certainly means to go without. We 
are to go without in order to get within 
the secret Presence. There appears no 
other sensible reason why fasting is as- 
sociated with praying. What other pur- 
pose can there be in insisting that we 
go without some things regarded as es- 
sential except to teach us that spiritual 
power is not dependent on those things? 
Frequently the elements of a minister’s 
career that absorb his time and strength 
do not help him spiritually at all. Some- 
times they help him toward spiritual 
dissolution and physical prostration and 
death. The writer knows of ministers 
who hunted for power in career action 
and who came to an unnecessarily early 
grave without ever revealing any of the 
power they vigorously simulated in the 
manifestation of tremendous animal 
spirits. 

The power Jesus gives is not worked 
up. It comes down. This does not mean 
perpendicularly. It flows from higher 
sources to the lower. When the church 
began it was a praying company in a 
small room, in one accord, shutting out 
a tumultuous world. For ten days they 
turried together at the unseen gate of 
Heaven. When the power of God came 
down upon them they were ready. Those 
ten days had wrought changes within 
them. They had divorced them from a 
host of outside responsibilities, cares, 
ambitions, and anxieties. Within that 
room they drew nearer and nearer to 
Ged. Finally they were so near that 


Heaven came down their souls to greet 
And glory crowned the mercy seat. 


Individually as well as collectively 
they were filled with the Spirit of God. 
Their faith had been expressed in prayer. 
It could have been manifested in keep- 
ing busy. But that is not the first and 
best use of faith, Our Lord rebuked 
Martha’s action and approved Mary’s 
deep-souled purpose to learn from her 
Saviour. The emphasis is placed there 
because real and effective praying gives 
right direction to our lives and motives 
im the service of our Lord in the minis- 


Undoubtedly the minister’s most effec- 


is the second of a series of five edi- 
om The Pastor’s Problems. The first 
last week's issue, considered The Pastor 
and King. The next three, 
im early issues, will discuss 
in His Study, The Minister’s 
Problem — What Shall I Preach? and, 
Minister and the Social Gospel. 
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tive service is his ministry of interces- 
sion. It is peculiarly his opportunity 
and responsibility. Naturally, he cannot 
be a hundred persons in one, but through 
intercessory prayer he can be. The mod- 
ern cry is for a ministry embodying all 
the new social and physical discoveries. 
It is said that a modern church needs a 
staff of psychiatrists and sociologists to 
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deal with the complexes of troubled 
souls! As though godless psychiatry 
and sociology — and most of it is godless 
and definitely anti-Christian — could be 
used of God in solving the spiritual 
problems of souls for whom Christ died 
and whom the Holy Spirit alone can 
bring into spiritual health! To be sure, 
(Continued on page 122) 














NOTES ON OPEN LETTERS 














What is “The Israel of God”? 


I should like to have your thought on 
the expression, ““‘The Israel of God” (Gal. 
6:16). Doesn’t the apostle mean the 
Church when he uses this expression?— 
A pastor in France. 

Paul’s Letter to the Galatians is ad- 
dressed “unto the churches of Galatia,” 
and therefore to Christian believers. Just 
before the verse in which he uses the 
expression “the Israel of God,” Paul has 
said: “God forbid that I should glory, 
save in the cross of our Lord Jesus 
Christ.” He continues: “For in Christ 
Jesus neither circumcision availeth any 
thing, nor uncircumcision, but a new 
creature.” Then comes our verse: “And 
as many as walk according to this rule, 
peace be on them, and mercy, and upon 
the Israel of God.” 

Plainly, therefore, the apostle was not 
referring to Israelites after the flesh, but 
to all true spiritual children of Abraham 
by faith, whether Jews or Gentiles. His 
statement here looks back to the closing 
verses of the third chapter of Galatians, 
addressed to all believers: “There is 
neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither 
bond nor free, there is neither male nor 
female: for ye are all one in Christ 
Jesus. And if ye be Christ’s, then are 
ye Abraham’s seed, and heirs according 
to the promise.” 

Other Scriptures bring out the same 
truth. 
~ “For he is not a Jew, which is one 
outwardly; neither is that circumcision, 
which is outward in the flesh: but he is 
a Jew, which is one inwardly; and cir- 
cumcision is that of the heart, in the 
spirit, and not in the letter” (Rom. 2: 
28, 29). 

“Abraham believed God, and it was 
accounted to him for righteousness. 
Know ye therefore that they which are 
of faith, the same are the children of 
Abraham” (Gal. 3:6, 7). 

“For we are the circumcision, which 
worship God in the spirit, and rejoice 
in Christ Jesus, and have no confidence 
in the flesh” (Phil. 3:3). 

“Blessed are they whose iniquities are 
forgiven, and whose sins are covered. 
Blessed is the man to whom the Lord 
will not impute sin. Cometh this bless- 
edness then upon the circumcision only, 
or upon the uncircumcision also? for 
we say that faith was reckoned to Abra- 
ham for righteousness . . . that he might 
be the father of all them that believe, 
though they be not circumcised; that 
righteousness might be imputed unto 
them also” (Rom. 4:7-11). 

“For they are not all Israel, which are 
of Israel: neither, because they are the 


seed of Abraham, are they all children: 
but, in Isaac shall thy seed be called. 
That is, They which are the children of 
the flesh, these are not the children of 
God: but ‘the children of the promise 
are counted for the seed” (Rom. 9:6-8). 

Paul’s inspired expression, “the Israel 
of God,” comes at the very end of his 
remarkable Letter to the Galatians, 
which was written by inspiration of the 
Holy Spirit as a heated protest against 
“the legalizers, the Judaizing mission- 
aries from Palestine,” who were trying 
to put Galatian believers under the law, 
seeking to remove them “from him that 
called you into the grace of Christ unto 
another gospel: which is not another; 
but there be some that trouble you, and 
would pervert the gospel of Christ” (Gal. 
1:6, 7). The Commentary of Jamieson, 
Fausset and Brown made the revealing 
statement many years ago: “ ‘Israel of 
God’—not the Israel after the flesh, 
among whom those teachers wish to en- 
roll you; but the spiritual seed of Abra- 
ham by faith.” 

ve 


Did You Attend a Camp 
or Conference Last Summer? 


T IS probable that many members of 

THE SunpDay ScHoot Times Family at- 
tended a Christian camp for boys or 
girls or a Christian conference last sum- 
mer. The Editors would like to receive 
brief descriptions of such camps and con- 
ferences, telling especially of blessings 
that came to campers or delegates. The 
best manuscripts will be accepted for 
publication this spring and paid for at 
the Times’ usual rates. In submitting 
manuscripts the following rules are to 
be observed: 


1. Manuscripts should be typewritten, on 
one side of the paper, double spaced be- 
tween lines, though legible handwriting is 
acceptable if a typewriter is not available. 

2. Articles are to be of from 250 to 600 
words. 


3. The names of camps and conferences 
will not be used in publishing the articles; 
but the name and location, and the names 
of directors in the case of camps, with both 
winter and summer addresses if possible, 
should be given at the end of the articles. 


4. Manuscripts must not be rolled for mail- 
ing; they need not be sent flat but may be 
folded twice. 


5. The writer’s name and address should 
be given in the upper left hand corner of 
the first sheet, and stamped and addressed 
returned envelopes should be enclosed for 
the return of manuscripts not found avail- 
able. Those not accompanied by return 
envelopes and postage will not be returned. 

6, Manuscripts are to be sent not later 
than MARCH 31 to the Camp and Confer- 
ence Editor, The Sunday School Times, 325 
N. Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia. 
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Time-tested definitions, and philosophy's present 
scope in college and university 


What Is Meant by the Study of Philosophy Today? 
By Willd OH Wrighton, M.A., D.D. 
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Greek words, “philos,” loving, and 

“sophia,” wisdom. The philosopher 
does not claim to be wise; all he claims 
is the love of wisdom. He is well rep- 
resented by Socrates of Athens, who 
was fond of confessing his ignorance and 
at the same time confounding the pro- 
fessionally wise Sophists. When a man 
claims to be wise he is neither a philos- 
opher nor a great scientist, but a Sophist, 
who seeks to win a decision rather than 
to arrive at the truth. 

When a scientist passes beyond the 
limits of his own field of study and com- 
pares his results with the verified facts 
in other fields of thought, he is passing 
over into the realm of philosophy. For 
it is the prerogative of philosophy to 
explore all fields, compare all knowledge, 
and do total and complete thinking. 
“Philosophy,” said William James, “is 
only an unusually obstinate effort to 
think clearly.” It was said of Marcus 
Aurelius, the philosopher-emperor of 
Rome, that he “saw life steadily and 
saw it whole.” How few there are who 
do this. 


Plato’s Cave 


Philosophy is an effort to grasp the 
reality of existence rather than to be 
like the men in Plato’s cave who saw 
and believed nothing but the fire 
shadows cast upon the walls of their 
den of bondage. “Those,” writes Plato 
in his Republic, “who see the absolute 
and eternal and immutable may be said 
to know, and not to have opinion 
merely.” 

“Philosophy,” according to Aristotle, 
“is the wonder of childhood, turned to 
reflective thought in maturity. Whether 
we will philosophize or whether we 
won’t. philosophize, we must philoso- 
phize.” Experience, adversity, sorrow, 
new knowledge all call for thought, re- 
flective and sustained thought, and this 
is real mental toil. 

Professor C. D. Broad divides philoso- 
phy into two types: critical, which is a 
criticism of the concepts of science and 
common life; and speculative philoso- 
phy, which reflects upon all the results 
of the various sciences together with the 
religious and ethical experiences of man- 
kind. Though we cannot put these re- 
ligious experiences into a test tube, they 
are more real than anything in the phys- 
ical realm. 

David was doing reflective thinking 
upon the work of God in nature when 
he said, “When I consider thy heavens, 
the work of thy fingers, the moon and 
the stars, which thou hast ordained; what 
is man, that thou art mindful of him? 
and the son of man, that thou visitest 
him?” (Psa. 8:3, 4.) 

Job was reflecting upon the problem 
of evil when he cried, “Although afflic- 
tion cometh not forth of the dust, neither 
doth trouble spring out of the ground; 


P creer wora is derived from two 


The ten-word letter “Philosophy” 
brings to many minds the image of 
a forbidding, or even a forbidden 

. mountain. But under the leadership 
of a competent, Christian guide it 
need not appear so formidable. Pro- 
fessor Wrighton is just such a guide. 
He writes of that which he has 
studied and taught for many years, 
in crystal clear language that the 
layman can understand, and from 
the point of view of a humble be- 
liever in the Lord Jesus Christ and 
in the Bible as the verbally inspired 
and infallible Word of God. As he 
says in his second article, Paul did 
not warn the Colossians against all 
philosophy, but against the specula- 
tions of the enemies of Christ. 


This is the first of a series of four 
articles on philosophy by Dr. 
Wrighton, to be published in this 
and the next three issues of the 
Times. The other articles will dis- 
cuss “Why All Human Philosophy Is 
a Failure,” “What Christian Philos- 
ophy Really Is,” and “Reaching 
Students in Philosophy Classes.” 








yet man is born unto trouble, as the 
sparks fly upward. I would seek unto 
God, and unto God would I commit my 
cause” (Job 5:6-8). It is well to re- 
member, however, that it was not by his 
own powers of reflection that he ob- 
tained the solution to this most puzzling 
of all philosophic problems. That prob- 
lem was not solved until God spoke to 
him and he could say, “I have heard of 
thee by the hearing of the ear: but now 
mine eye seeth thee. Wherefore I ab- 
hor myself, and repent in dust and 
ashes” (Job 42:5, 6). 

Isaiah’s Logic 

Isaiah called the people to listen to 
divine logic as he said, “Come now, and 
let us reason together, saith the Lord: 
though your sins be as scarlet, they shall 
be as white as snow; though they be 
red like crimson, they shall be as wool” 
(Isa. 1:18). 

There are two main plans pursued in 
the study of philosophy in our colleges 
and universities. In one, the study fol- 
lows a chronological sequence through 
the three general periods of the History 
of Philosophy: the Ancient Period, be- 
ginning with the life of Thales, the first 
Greek philosopher, in 625 B. C., and end- 
ing with the fall of Rome in A. D. 476; 
the Medieval Period, lasting from the 
fall of Rome to the fall of Constantinople 
in 1453; and the Modern Period, reach- 
ing down to the present time. 

' In the first period the thought is 
largely objective, and the interests are 
nature, man, and God. In the second 


period the traditional view is taken and 
the quest is religious. While in the third 


period the subjective attitude of mind is 
assumed and the individual rather than 
the universe or God is the center of 
thought. Frequently during this last 
period, matter and man are spelled with 
a large “M,” and God with a small “g.” 
A marked change in attitude may be 
noticed, though, in recent years as the 
conviction of human failure is taking 
hold of the minds of both scientists and 
philosophers. 

The other plan of study is that of 
Problems of Philosophy and is usually 
called Introduction to Philosophy. Men 
do not think until they are faced with 
problems, and the conditions of today 
with their fearful possibilities are lead- 
ing many to reflective thought, and con- 
fession of need for divine enlightenment. 
It was during the days of the eclipse of 
Greece’s national glory that thought 
came to its highest achievements, and it 
may be during these days of the world’s 
moral eclipse that thinking on deep 
problems will come into vogue. 


Philosophers’ Questions r 


Some of the questions taken under 
consideration in the study of philosophy 
are: What is the origin of the universe 
and of life? Is evolution a scientific 
concept? Do natural laws make miracles 
impossible? What is the constitution of 
matter? Is the universe the result of 
mechanism or purpose? Is mind or mat- 
ter the ultimate reality? What is the 
significance of the problems of evil, of 
God, of freedom, of immortality? What 
is the highest good for man? How may 
we know the Truth? What is the struc- 
ture of the atom? 

The study of philosophy is concerned 
largely with the criticism of the concepts 
of science. This does not mean adverse 
criticism, but rather the understanding 
and evaluation of the concepts of sci- 
ence; the examination of underlying 
bases of scientific theories and postulates. 
It finds out what science means by natu- 
ral laws, cause and effect, matter, light, 
sufficient reason, parsimony, space-time, 
relativity, the Quantum theory, inertia, 
indeterminacy, and it then applies these 
to the realm of experience. 

It is the purpose of the student of 
philosophy to understand the underly- 
ing oneness of all truth, to clarify and 
discipline his thinking. Philosophy helps 
the student to relate the knowledge he 
has gained in the special sciences. In 
that branch of philosophy called Logic 
he is led to reflect upon reflection, and 
is given guidance in his thought and 
furnished with a basis of criticism that 
he may be able to pass judgments on 
the correctness or incorrectness of his 
thinking. 

Too early specialization in any field 
of learning leads to narrowness, and the 
study of philosophy prevents this, and 
gives one a consciousness of the vastness 
of the whole of knowledge, and a spirit 
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of humility and calm insight which is 
found in the man of true learning. 

They that believe in God know that 
their faith does not rest on the validity 
and authority of the truths propounded 
by science, for they are truths which 
deal only with phenomena of existence; 
yet the proven modern concepts of sci- 
ence do not contradict the truth that is 
revealed by God. 

The doctrthe of the “twofold truth” 
that was held by the Roman Catholic 
philosophers of the Middle Ages, that a 
thing might be true according to rea- 
son, and not true theologically, led to 
the undermining of the faith of many. 

All truth is harmonious and comple- 
mentary. Revelation transcends reason, 
but does not abolish it. This is well 
expressed in a recent poem: 

“Reason has moons, but moons not hers 

Lie mirror’d on her sea 

Confounding her astronomers 

But, Oh! delighting me.” 

Contrary to popular impression there 
were men of science in the Middle Ages, 
and these together with the philosophers 
of the period were religious men. Some 
of these are Erigena, Anselm, Abelard, 
Aquinas, Albertus Magnus, John of 
Salisbury, and John Duns Scotus. 

Since then there have been many 
leaders of science and philosophy who 
were humble believers in God. Sir 
Isaac Newton, one of the greatest minds 
ever produced; Leibnitz, who showed a 
remarkable genius which took the whole 
universe for its field, was one of the dis- 
coverers of the differential calculus. He 
won high esteem for his work in civil 
and international law; he was noted for 
his work in history and philosophy, and 
at the same time was earnest in his 
edvocacy of the Protestant religion. 
Immanuel Kant, who confessed that man 
by his reason could not prove or dis- 
prove the existence of God, yet declared 
in a letter to another believer that God 
could be known by faith alone. Kant’s 
greatness in the realm of philosophy did 
not hide from him the transcendental 
reality of the living God. 

Other great thinkers who might be 
mentioned in the group of believers are 
Michael Faraday, Robert Boyle, discov- 
erer of Boyle’s Law, Sir Francis Bacon, 
Sir James Y. Simpson, Lord Kelvin, Sir 
James Jeans, and Sir Arthur Eddington. 

There is frequently a conflict betwéen 
Christian truth and unproved hypoth- 
eses, between revealed truth and scien- 
tific theories, but there is no conflict be- 
tween true science and the truth of God. 

“Nothing that is universally dogmatic 
can be scientific,” said Professor R. A. 
Millikan once in my hearing. “Material- 
ism is a falsehood,” he said. “The new 
method is to be guided by brute facts, 
and free will and belief are brute facts 
of experience. The eighteenth century 
universe was made up of unchanging 
atoms, but this is now disproved. The 
dogma of the conservation of matter was 
lost. Microscopic experiments upon phe- 
nomena proved that some of the laws of 
Galileo and Newton did not work, and 

the case for the universality of natural 
law was lost. We in our finite capacity 
are not able to understand all mysteries 
and all knowledge.” 


(To be continued next week) 
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An Easter service for the Sunday school 








The Witnesses 1 the Resurrection 


By Mary Brainerd Smith 

















OPENING SENTENCES: 

Leader—“Come, and let us declare in 
Zion the work of the Lord our God” 
(Jer. 51:10). 

“Sing forth the honour of his name: 
make his praise glorious” (Psa. 66:2). 

“Ye are my witnesses, saith the 
Lord” (Isa. 43:10). 


OpENING Hymn—‘“Winter’s Death is Past.” 
(Tune, “Round Me Falls the Night.” 
Winter’s death is past, 
Spring has come at last, 
Filling all the earth with glory, 
Showing forth an Easter story. 
Birds and flowers say, 
“It is Easter Day.” 


Death’s dread power is o’er 

Since Christ rose once more, 
Turning deepest grief and sadness 
Into wondrous joy and gladness. 

With Christ’s own now say, 

“He is risen today.” 


Hearts and voices raise 
Joyful songs of praise 
To our Jesus, Lord victorious, 
Who hath risen great and glorious. 
With the angels say, 
“Jesus lives today.” 


OPENING PRAYER. 
The Witness of Christ’s Prophecies 
SCRIPTURE RESPONSES: 


Leader—“From that time forth began 
Jesus to shew unto his disciples, how 
that he must,. . . suffer many things 
... and be killed, and be raised again 
the third day” (Matt. 16:21). 


Boys—“Then said Jesus ... I lay down 
my life, that I might take it again” 
(John 10:7, 17). 


Girls—“No man taketh it from me, but 
I lay it down of myself. I have power 
to lay it down, and I have power to 
take it again” (John 10:18). 


Leader—“Jesus . . . said unto them, De- 
stroy this temple, and in three days I 
will raise it up” (John 2:19). 


School—“But he spake of the temple of 
his body” (John 2:21). 


JuNIoR Hymn—“The Angel’s Witness.” 


(Tune, “It Came Upon the Midnight 
Clear.”’) 


“He is not here,” with gladsome voice 
God’s shining angel said, 

“Why have ye then come seeking Him, 
The living ‘mong the dead?” 


Chorus 


“He is not here, for He has risen,” 
Oh, hear God’s angel say, 

And with glad alleluias hail 
Your risen Lord today. 


“He is not here,” the angel said, 
“Come, see where He has lain. 

The place is empty now; for, lo, 
Your Lord is risen again.’’ (Cho.) 


“He is not here,” the angel said, 
For now His words to you, 

That He should die and rise again, 
Have gloriously ceme true.” (Cho.) 


“Go, tell the news,” the angel said, 
“Tell it without delay; 

For Jesus, who was crucified, 
Is risen, is risen today.” (Cho.) 





The Witness of the Angel 
SCRIPTURE RESPONSES: 


Leader—“The angel of the Lord de- 
scended from heaven, and came and 
rolled back the stone from the door, 
and sat upon it” (Matt. 28:2). 


Boys—“And the angel answerved and said 
unto the women, Fear not ye: for I 
know that ye seek Jesus, which was 

‘ crucified” (Matt. 28:5). 


Girls—“He is not here: for he is risen, 
as he said. Come, see the place where 
the Lord lay” (Matt. 28:6). 


Leader—“Why seek ye the living among 
the dead?” (Luke 24:5.) 


Boys—“He is not here, but is risen: re- 
member how he spake unto you when 
he was yet in Galilee” (Luke 24:6). 


Girls—“Saying, The Son of man must be 
delivered into the hands of sinful men, 
and be crucified, and the third day 
rise again” (Luke 24:7). 


PRIMARY RECITATION—“A Message from 
God’s Flowers.” 


(The children all carry Easter lilies.) 


1. “Consider the lilies,” said . Jesus, 
Do not miss the sweet message they 
hold; 
For, if we will but hearken, God’s message 
Through His Word and His works He’ll 
unfold. 
2. So, as Paul taught of Jesus, he bade us 
To keep watch how God’s flower seeds 
grow. 
They seem dead, yet through life God 
has given, 
They spring up till in beauty they glow. 
3. Thus, Paul tells us, our own resurrection 
By God’s flowers is pictured alway. 
If Christ’s life is in us, God will raise us, 
Like the flowers, in glory some day. 


Primary Hymn—‘“Sing for Joy on Easter 
Day.” 

(Tune, “As with Gladness Men of Old”) 
Angels from the heavenly height 
Brought good tidings Christmas night. 
On the Easter morn as well, 

Angels came glad news to tell. 


Sing for joy on Easter Day, 
“Christ is risen,” the angels say. 


“Fear not,” Christmas angels cried, 
“Christ is born with men to bide.” 
“Fear not,’ Easter angels said, 
“Christ is risen from the dead.” 
Sing for joy on Easter Day, 
“Christ is risen,’ the angels say. 


The Witness of the Women 
SCRIPTURE RESPONSES: 


Leader—“They departed quickly from the 
sepulchre with fear and great joy; and 
did run to bring his disciples word” 
(Matt. 28:8). 

Girls—“It was Mary Magdalene, and Jo- 
anna, and Mary the mother of James, 
and other women that were with them, 
which told these things unto the apos- 
tles” (Luke 24:10). 

Boys—“They came, saying, that they had 
also seen a vision of angels, which said 
that he was alive” (Luke 24:23). 

Junior REeciTaTION—““The Same Jesus.” 


1. When our Lord lived on earth, that His 
love He might show, 
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Every day with good deeds did He fill. 
When He rose from the dead, the same 
Jesus was He, 
4 About sweet deeds of love busy still. 


2. First to Mary of Magdala, weeping and 
sad, 
Did the risen Lord speak and draw near, 
Bringing joy to her heart in its anguish 
of grief, 
With His tenderness drying each tear. 


3. To the women, who longed still to serve 
their loved Lord, 
But whose spices were useless that morn, 
Jesus said, “Go and tell,” and through 
that task He set, 
He gave comfort to hearts sorrow-torn. 
4. To poor, heartbroken Peter, who’d failed 
Him and sworn 
That he knew not his Master and Lord, 
Jesus came with His balm of forgiveness 
and love, 
And that penitent follower restored. 
5. To the two who were walking the 
Emmaus way, 
With their faith dimmed by doubts, 
Jesus came, 
To explain what the Scriptures had 
taught of Himself, 
And their faith He there kindled to 
flame. 
6. To the frighteried disciples, behind the 
closed door, 
Easter evening did Jesus appear, 


Saying, “Peace be to you”; and His 
presence and words 
Cheered their sorrow and conquered 
their fear. . 
7. Unto Thomas, who would not believe till 
he saw, 
Till the nailprints and wounds he should 
feel 


Jesus said, ‘“‘Touch me, Thomas, and see”; 
and in faith 
Did that doubting apostle there kneel. 
8. Yes, the Jesus who went all about doing 
good 
Was the same when He rose Easter Day; 
And in love and in tenderness still He’s 
the same 
Yesterday, and today, and for aye. 


Hymn—“O Ye, Whose Hearts Were 
Breaking.” 


(Tune, “The Day of Resurrection.”) 


O ye, whose hearts were breaking 
With anguish and with loss, 
As to the tomb His body 
They bore from off the cross, 
Upon this Easter morning, 
What do ye, wondering, say? 
“Our eyes have seen the Master. 
We know He lives today.” 


O Mary, ye whose sorrow 
Has held you by His grave, 
Whose grief so deep is measured 
By the great love ye gave, 
What say ye Easter morning? 
“Rabboni! It is He! 
I know my Lord is risen, 
For He has talked with me.” 


O Peter, ye denied Him, 
And added shame to grief, 
What witness are ye bearing 
Now in your new belief? 
“I heard His angel’s message, 
And sought His tomb, and, lo, 
There were the graveclothes lying; 
My Lord is risen, I know.” 


And Thomas, ye who doubted, 
Who would not dare believe 

Until your hands had touched Him, 
What do ye now perceive ? 

“T touched Him. I have heard Him 
To my doubts make reply. 

He is not dead, but risen. 
My Lord, my God, I cry.” 


The Witness of the Disciples 

ScRIPTURE RESPONSES: 

Leader—“Peter ... said . . . Hearken 
to my words: ... Jesus of Nazareth... 
God hath raised up, having loosed the 
pains of death: because it was not pos- 
sible that he should be holden of it” 
(Acts 2:14, 22, 24). 

Boys—“Ye ... killed the Prince of life, 
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whom God hath raised from the dead; 


whereof we are witnesses” (Acts 3: 
14, 15). 

Girls—“Then Peter and the other apos- 
tles answered and said, .. . The God 


of our fathers raised up Jesus, whom 
ye slew and hanged on a tree” (Acts 
5:29, 30). 


Leader—“And we are his witnesses of 
these things” (Acts 5:32). 


Boys—“And we are witnesses of all 
things which he did: . . . Him God 
raised up the third day, and shewed 
him openly” (Acts 10:39, 40). 

Girls—“Not to all the people, but unto 
witnesses chosen before of God, even to 
us, who did eat and drink with him 
after he rose from the,dead” (Acts 
10:41). 


EXERCISE BY INTERMEDIATE DEPARTMENT 
AND ScHOLARS—‘“Easter Witness.” 
1. A thing most marvelous is said, 
That Christ has risen from the dead; 
Can we now find and summon those 
Who witness that Christ truly rose? 


2. Angels came down Christ’s tomb to seek, 
What witness do the angels speak? 
Dept.—“Why seek ye the living among 

the dead? He is not here, but is risen” 
(Luke 24:5, 6). 
3. The women who with spices came 
To that rock tomb, what do they claim? 
Dept.—“Certain women . . . which were 
early at the sepulchre; ... when they 
found not his body, they came, saying, 
that they had also seen a vision of 
angels, which said that he was alive” 
(Luke 24:22, 23). 
4. And Mary, who still lingered there, 
What joyful witness does she bear? 
Dept.—“Mary Magdalene came and told 
the disciples that she had seen the 
Lord, and that he had spoken these 
things unto her” (John 20:18). 

5. And Peter, who on Easter Day 
Ran to the tomb, what does he say? 

Dept.—“‘Him God raised up the third 
day, and shewed him openly .. . even 
to us, who did eat and drink with him 
after he rose from the dead” (Acts 10: 
40, 41). 

6. The apostles, mourning their dead Lord, 
What do they say with one accord? 

Dept.—“The Lord is risen indeed” (Luke 
24: 34). 

“We have seen the Lord” (John 20: 

25). 

7. And Thomas, by his doubts so driven, 
What testimony has he given? 

Dept.—Then said Jesus to ‘Thomas, 
“Reach hither thy hand, and thrust it 
into my side. . . . And Thomas an- 
swered and said unto him, My Lord 
and my God” (John 20:27, 28). 

8. And Paul, who’d not known Christ before, 
What does he witness o’er and o’er? 
Dept.—I heard a voice speaking unto 
me, ...and I said, Who art thou, Lord? 
And he said, I am Jesus whom thou 

persecutest” (Acts 26:14, 15). 

9. And John, who loved his Lord so well, 
What later witness does he tell? 

Dept.—“I John, . . . was in the isle that 
is called Patmos, . .. And I turned to 
see the voice that spake with me.... 
And he laid his right hand upon me, 
saying ...I am he that liveth, and 
was dead; and, behold, I am alive for 
evermore” (Rev. 1:9, 12, 17, 18). 
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10. Those two who walked the Emmaus road, 
What witness have they likewise showed? 
Dept.—“They told how he was 
known of them in breaking of bread” 
(Luke 24:35). 


11. Should we their testimony heed, 
For is, their witness all agreed? 


Dept.—“This Jesus hath God raised up, 
whereof we all are witnesses” (Acts 
2:32). 

“In the mouth of two or three wit- 
nesses shall every word be established” 
(2 Cor. 18:1). 


The Witness of Paul 
SCRIPTURE RESPONSES: 


Leader—‘“Brethren, I declare unto you 
the gospel . . . how that Christ died 
for our sins according to the scrip- 
tures” (1 Cor. 15:1, 3). 


Boys—‘“And that he was buried, and that 
he rose again the third day according 
to the scriptures” (1 Cor. 15:4): 


Girls—“And that he was seen of Cephas, 
then of the twelve” (1 Cor. 15:5): 


Leader—“After that, he was seen of 
above five hundred brethren at once” 
(1 Cor. 15:6). 


Boys—“After that, he was seen of James; 
then of;all the apostles (1 Cor. 15:7). 


Girls—“And last of all he was seen of 
me also” (1 Cor. 15:8). 


ADDRESS BY PASTOR OR SUPERINTENDENT. 


CLosinc Hymn—“I Know that My Re- 

deemer Lives.” 
(Tune, “Faith Is the Victory.) 

“I know that my Redeemer lives,” 
The patriarch sang of old; 

Although his eyes had never glimpsed 
The glories to us told; . 

For, lo, an angel from high Heaven 
Declared with joyful voice, 

“Your Lord was dead, but now is risen. 
Believe ye, and rejoice.” 


Chorus 


“Jesus is risen today,” 

Hark to the angels say, 

Risen to live alway, — 
Believe ye, and rejoice. 


They knew that their Redeemer lived, 
His friends of long ago. 

They saw Him die, and mourned for Him 
In hopelessness and woe; 

And then they saw Him, touched His hand, 
Heard His familiar voice; 

And they, in wonder and in awe, 
Believing, did rejoice. (Cho.) 


We know that our Redeemer lives, 

Though hidden from our view; 

For in His life we have found life, 
Life full and rich and new. 

Our hearts have felt His touch, our ears 
Have heard His blessed voice. 

We have the witness in our hearts; — 
Believing, we rejoice. (Cho.). 


CLosinG SENTENCES: 
Leader—“Now is Christ risen from the 
dead” (1 Cor. 15:20). 
“Of whom it is witnessed that he 
liveth” (Heb. 7:8). 
“Jesus Christ the same yesterday, 
and to day, and for ever” (Heb. 13:8). 
“To whom be glory for ever and 
ever” (Heb. 13:21). 
BENEDICTION. 


Don’t you want a handy binder in 
which to keep your copies of THE Sun- 
DAY ScHooL TrmeEs? Send in five Get 
Acquainted subscriptions (25 cents each, 
for 10 weeks) and the binder is yours 
(price of the binder, $1.25 postpaid). 
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Bright Prospects at Los Angeles Bible Institute 














of the difficult and distressing 

times through which the Bible In- 
stitute of Los Angeles has passed in 
recent years because of inherited debts 
and problems, and many also have 
known of the amazing triumphs of God’s 
grace in maintaining this true testimony 
in spite of its staggering burdens, and 
keeping this Light House of the Faith 
Once Delivered aflame on the Pacific 
Coast all the years since it was founded 
in consecrated stewardship and believing 
prayer. 

_Now, early in this new year, THE 
Sunpay ScHoot Times wants its readers 
to know of the miraculous encourage- 
ments that God has sent Biola since 
last spring, when it seemed that finan- 
cial insolvency might close its doors. 
The following extracts from issues of 
The King’s Business and from Bulletins 
of the Church of the Open Door tell the 
welcome story. 


Early in the summer of 1938 the parties 
who held the first and second trust deeds 
covering the money owed upon the In- 
stitute Buildings began proceedings of 
foreclosure. These were indeed dark 
days, when it seemed that nothing could 
be done to avert the storm which seemed 
ready to break upon us. Many were 
the prayers that were sent up before the 
throne of grace that, if it was His will, 
He would graciously show us what to do 
in this hour of trial. 

A special committee had been ap- 
pointed by the Official Board of the 
Church to strive to be of some help 
to the Board of the Bible Institute. 
This committee learned that the sec- 
ond mortgage of nearly $290,000 could 
be purchased by a payment of $25,000, 
but that this payment must be cash. 
Furthermore the committee learned that 
if this second paper were purchased and 
cancelled, the holder of the first paper 
would consent to a continuation, and 
that payments would be arranged over 
a period of years. 


Could $25,000 Be Raised? 


This was good news, but where was 
the $25,000 in cash? It certainly was not 
in the funds of the Institute. And it 
certainly was not in the Church’s treas- 
ury. Again our men went before God 
asking for wisdom and light in this prob- 
lem. And God seemed to point the way 
in which to proceed. A congregational 
meeting was called and the whole matter 
was presented to them, and a call was 
issued that members of the Church and 
friends of the Institute subscribe to a 
fund to purchase this second paper. The 
results of this appeal were truly amaz- 
ing. Not only was the sum: asked for 
subscribed, but altogether nearly $40,000 
came in from members of the Church, 
friends, and radio listeners. 

So.today (Sept. 11) is a day of rejoic- 
ing. We are to consign to the flames 
papers representing this indebtedness. 
And this is not all. One of the great 
friends of both the Church and the In- 


MM: Christian people have known 


stitute who held other indebtedness of 
the Institute to the sum of nearly $400,- 
000 gladly agreed to cancel this amount 
if the work which had been supported 
by the interest from this sum might be 
undertaken by the Institute. This the 
reorganized Institute was glad to do. So 
today, the papers that are to be burned 
represent a liquidation of indebtedness 
of $700,000. 

God has given the Bible Institute a 
brighter prospect than it has had in 
years, and we feel confident that the 
days that are ahead are to be more 
glorious than even the glorious days of 
the past. Today we are asking that God 
will put it into the hearts of His people 
to continue to give so that the first trust 
deéd on the two Bible Institute build- 
ings may be reduced from $188,000 to 
$150,000. (This $188,000 has now been 
reduced to $180,000.) , 

The friends of the Bible Institute will 
remember that in 1933 the Church of 
the Open Door purchased the main 
auditorium of the Bible Institute at a 
cost of $350,000. There still remains an 
indebtedness on the Church of the Open 
Door property of $249,000. 


Two Burning Flames of Blessing 


Fire caught the corner of the pages 
of a legal document held above a bronze 
brazier by Pastor Louis T. Talbot’s hand. 
The congregation that filled even the 
upper balcony of the auditorium of the 
Church of the Open Door on Sunday 
morning, September 11, and that came 
also to the afternoon and evening serv- 
ices on that memorable day, looked on 
in reverence and praise to God. Red 
tongues of fire ran avidly along the 
edges of the paper —a second mortgage 
and notes against the Bible Institute of 
Los Angeles representing an indebted- 
ness of $700,000. So voluminous was the 
document that the burning of it was 
divided among the three Sunday meet- 
ings. 

Every eye was focused on the unusual 
sight. Some saw that, in reality, two 
flames were there; one that seared and 
burned and destroyed — literal fire that 
cast into oblivion every evidence of 
rightful claim of the Institute’s payment 
of a certain vast sum—and the other, 
a veritable torch of power discernible 
chiefly to those who had had some part 
in fanning it into the mounting, purify- 
ing blaze that it had become. the flame 
of sacrifice for Christ’s sake. 

Of this latter flame the casual observer 
a few weeks ago would have declared 
that there was no more than a spark 
to be seen. At about that time the omi- 
nous notice of the sale of the Institute 
buildings by foreclosure was posted pub- 
licly. The date of sale was set for 
August 5. Instantly Louis T. Talbot, pas- 
tor of the Church of the Open: Door, 
launched a campaign of encouragement, 


calling upon his own congregation as: 


well as his many radio listeners to come 
to the help of the Lord as HE would 
lead forth to victory. The “spark” be- 
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gan to glow, fed by the people’s obedi- 
ence to the call of the Lord. 





We rejoice together with the Faculty 
of the Bible Institute at the fine large 
new student body. All indications point 
to one of the greatest years that the 
Institute has ever known. The student 
body will reach past the 400 mark, and 
all the students are enthusiastic and de- 
termined that by God’s grace the In- 
stitute will have a larger field of serv- 
ice in the work of Christ than ever 
before. As a Church we rejoice that we 
too can have a part in the training and 
sending forth of these ambassadors for 
Christ who not only know the Word of 
God, but who are on fire to spread the 
news of this glorious Gospel to the ends 
of the earth. Let us unite in praying 
that our heavenly Father will give to 
the Institute a banner year and that the 
name of Christ may be ‘exalted and his 
cause advanced as we go forward in his 


strength. 
How the Work Will Be Directed 


And now the work of both the Bible 
Institute and the Church of the Open 
Door is strengthened by the addition of 
the Rev. Roy L. Laurin to the staff of 
each. After having served the true, 
evangelistic San Gabriel Union Church 
as pastor for nine years, when it grew 
into an institution of commanding spir- 
itual influence, Mr. Laurin resigned that 
pastorate to accept the call to become 
Associate Pastor of the Church of the 
Open Door and Vice-President of the 
Bible Institute. 

For the past three years Mr. Laurin 
has been identified with the Institute 
as a part-time member of the faculty. 
He has been in the councils of its 
leaders; he understands Institute prob- 
lems, and he has a vision of the school’s 
greater usefulness. 

The new and closer affiliation with Dr. 
Talbot is the happy consummation of 
a fellowship in service which has ex- 
tended over a number of years. Mr. 
Laurin has assisted Dr. Talbot in his 
preaching and teaching ministry in the 
Church of the Open Door, in Bible con- 
ferences, and elsewhere. 

It is the plan of the Bible Institute and 
the Church to allow Dr. Talbot and Mr. 
Laurin to share their time in the con- 
ference field. They will conduct Bible 
conferences and campaigns in individual 
churches and for church groups through- 
out the nation. At the Church Mr. Laurin 
is to share the administrative and 
preaching responsibilities with Dr. Tal- 
bot, and to assume them when the lat- 
ter is away on conference work. 

_ The co-operation of pastors and people 

throughout the country is earnestly so- 
licited in order to make the Bible min- 
istry of the Bible Institute of Los An- 
geles nation-wide in its scope and 
blessing. 


For ten who know how to point out 
the faults of this or that section of the 
great professing Church, is there one 
who humbles himself before God on ac- 
count of it, or who mourns over it with 
the sorrow which belongs to love?— 
—Frances Bevan, in “Three Friends of 
God.” 
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ESSON 10. MARCH 5. PETER PREACHES TO GENTILES 


Golden Text.—Look unto me, and be ye saved, all the ends of the earth: for | am God, and there is none else.—Isa. 45 : 22 


International Uniform Lesson.— Acts 10: 1-48, printed text, Acts 10: 30-48 




















The portion of the text indicated by the International Lesson 
Committee for printing in the lesson helps is Acts 10:30-48 


Kinc JAMES VERSION 


Acts 10:30 And Cornelius said, Four days ago I was fasting 
until this hour; and at the ninth hour I prayed in my house, 
and, behold, a man stood before me in bright clothing, 

31 And said, Cornelius, thy prayer is heard, and thine alms 
are had in remembrance in the sight of God. 

32 Send therefore to Joppa, and call hither Simon, whose sur- 
name is Peter; he is lodged in the house of one Simon a tanner 
by the sea side: who, when he cometh, shall speak unto thee. 

33 Immediately therefore I sent to thee; and thou hast well 
done that thou art come. Now therefore are we all here present 
before God, to hear all things that are commanded thee of God. 

34 Then Peter opened his. mouth, and said, Of a truth I per- 
ceive that God is no respecter of persons: 

35 But in every nation he that feareth him, and worketh 
righteousness, is accepted with him. . 

36 The word which God sent unto the children of Israel, 
preaching peace by Jesus Christ: (he is Lord of all:) 

37 That word, I say, ye know, which was published throughout 
all Judza, und began from Galilee, after the baptism which John 
preached; 

38 How God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Ghost 
and with power: who went about doing good, and healing all 
that were oppressed of the devil; for God was with him. 

39 And we are witnesses of all things which he did both in 
the land of the Jews, and in Jerusalem; whom they slew and 
hanged on a tree: 

40 Him God raised up the third day, and shewed him openly; 

41 Not to all the people, but unto witnesses chosen before of 
God, even to us, who did eat and drink with him after he rose 
from the dead. 

42 And he commanded us to preach unto the people, and to 
testify that it is he which was ordained of God to be the Judge 
of quick and dead. 

43 To him give all the prophets witness, that through his 
name whosoever believeth in him shall receive remission of sins. 

44 While Peter yet spake these words, the Holy Ghost fell on 
all them which heard the word. 

45 And they of the circumcision which believed were aston- 
ished, as many as came with Peter, because that on the Gentiles 
also was poured out the gift of the Holy Ghost. 

46 For they heard them speak with tongues, and magnify God. 
Then answered Peter, 

47 Can any man forbid water, that these should not be bap- 
tized, which have received the Holy Ghost as well as we? 

48 And he commanded them to be baptized in the name of the 
Lord. Then prayed they him to tarry certain days. 
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AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 


Acts 10:30 And Cornelius said, Four days ago, until this hour, 
I was keeping the ninth hour of prayer in my house; and behold, 
a man stood before me in bright apparel, 31 and saith, Cornelius, 
thy prayer is heard, and. thine alms are had in remembrance 
in the sight of God. 32 Send therefore to Joppa, and call unto 
thee Simon, who is surnamed Peter: he lodgeth in the house of 
Simon a tanner, by the sea side. 33 Forthwith therefore I sent 
to thee; and thou hast well done that thou art come. Now 
therefore we are all here present in the sight of God, to hear 
all things that have been commanded thee of the Lord. 34 And 
Peter opened his mouth, and said, 

Of a truth I perceive that God is no respecter of persons: 
35 but in every nation he that feareth him, and worketh right- 
eousness, is acceptable to him. 361The word which he sent 
unto the children of Israel, preaching 2 good tidings of peace by 
Jesus Christ (he is Lord of all) —37 that saying ye yourselves 
know, which was published throughout all Judza, beginning 
from Galilee, after the baptism which John preached; 38 even 
Jesus of Nazareth, how God anointed him with the Holy Spirit 
and with power: who went about doing good, and healing all 
that were oppressed of the devil; for God was with him. 39 And 
we are witnesses of all things which he did both in the country 
of the Jews, and in Jerusalem; whom also they slew, hanging 
him on a tree. 40 Him God raised up the third day, and gave 
him to be made manifest, 41 not to all the people, but unto 
witnesses that were chosen before of God, even to us, who ate 
and drank with him after he rose from the dead. 42 And he 
charged us to preach unto the people, and to testify that this is 
he who is ordained of God to be the Judge of the living and the 
dead. 43 To him bear all the prophets witness, that through his 
name every one that believeth on him shall receive remission 
of sins. 

44 While Peter yet spake these words, the Holy Spirit fell on 
all them that heard the word. 45 And they of the circumcision 
that believed were amazed, as many as came with Peter, because 
that on the Gentiles also was poured out the gift of the Holy 
Spirit. 46 For they heard them speak with tongues, and magnify 
God. Then answered Peter, 47 Can any man forbid the water, 
that these should not be baptized, who have received the Holy 
Spirit as well as we? 48 And he commanded them to be bap- 
tized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then prayed they him to 
tarry certain days. 

1Many ancient authorities read, He sent the word unto. 
2Or, the gospel. 
The American Standard Version, and the International Uniform 

Sunday School Lesson Outlines, are copyrighted by the Inter- 

national Council of Religious Education and used by permission. 
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The Lesson as a Whole 


By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 
Pastor of the Moody Memorial Church, Chicago 


Approach to the Lesson 


E HAVE seen that our Lord 
W commitiea the keys of the King- 

dom of Heaven to Peter (Matt. 
16:19). It is ignorance and superstition 
that makes him the custodian of the keys 
to Heaven itself. There is no such 
thought in Scripture. The Kingdom of 
Heaven is the sphere of the divine 
authority exercised governmentally here 
on earth. In other words, it is what we 
speak of as Christendom, literally 
Christ’s Kingdom. In this Kingdom there 
are the true and the false — genuine be- 
lievers and mere professors. The Church 
is not the Kingdom, but it is in the 
Kingdom. At Pentecost Peter was the 
chosen one to open the doors into this 
sphere to Israel. In Samaria he ratified 
(with John) the work begun by Philip. 
Now in the present lesson we see him 
opening the door of faith to the Gentiles 
(Acts 14:27). It was Paul who was to 
be God’s special servant to the nations, 


but his ministry did not’ begin till the 
keys had been used by Peter. Though 
the Lord had explained his plan during 
the forty days between his resurrection 
and ascension, it took a specific vision 
to give Peter the needed courage and 
decision to undertake this work. 


The Historical Setting 


Some seven years had elapsed since 
the Samaritan visitation of which we 
read last week, and still the disciples 
had not begun to carry out the last part 
of the Lord’s instruction as to carrying 
the Gospel to the uttermost parts of the 
earth. But in about the year A. D. 41 the 
work of converting the Gentiles was 
launched, through special circumstances 
being brought to bear upon Peter. 


Verse by Verse 


Acts 10:30.—“I prayed in my house.” 
Cornelius was an upright Gentile, hon- 
estly seeking the way of righteousness, 
whose prayer to God for light was not 
allowed to go unanswered (see Rom. 2: 
6-10). 


Verse 31.—“‘Thy prayer is heard... 
thine alms are had in remembrance.” 


Cornelius showed by his earnestness in 
prayer and his devotion to righteousness 
that he was earnestly seeking after God. 
He may have been a quickened soul, but 
he did not have any assurance of salva- 
tion. 


Verse 32.—‘Call hither Simon, whose 
surname is Peter.” This meant the send- 
ing of a messenger a distance of between 
thirty and forty miles from Czesarea, — 
down the coast to Joppa, the seaport of 
Judea. There Peter was staying in the 
home of Simon, a tanner. This in itself 
was significant, as no rigid Jew would 
have been found in such a place. God 
was preparing the messenger for special 
service. 


Verse 33.—We are all here present be- 
fore God. Peter had responded, the 
Lord having spoken to him in a vision 
(see vs. 9-16), and when he, with several 
Christian companions, reached Czsarea 
he found Cornelius and a number of 
like-minded friends all waiting expect- 
antly for his message. 

Verse 34.—“God is no respecter of per- 
sons.” At last Peter realized that the 
middle wall was broken down and the 
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grace of God could not longer be con- 
fined to Jewish boundaries, but must go 
out to all honest, seeking souls every- 
where. 


Verse 35.—“In every nation.” Wher- 
ever men truly turn to God and cry to 
him for light, he will give it. If by 
their changed lives they manifest their 
fear of the Lord and repentance from 
their sins, he makes himself responsible 
to give them light enough to be saved. 


Verse 36.—“Preaching peace by Jesus 
Christ.” All blessing for men is wrap- 
ped up in Christ. He is God’s remedy 
for all the troubles that sin has brought 
in. Cornelius had heard of him, but he 
did not know that his mercy was as free 
for the Gentile as the Jew. Peter insists 
that “He is Lord of all.” 


Verse 37.—“That word, ... ye know.” 
Cornelius had heard of the life and 
teaching of Jesus following upon the 
baptism of John, for this was a matter 
of common knowledge in Palestine and 
vicinity. 

Verse 38.—“God anointed Jesus of Naz- 
areth.” The mighty works attesting the 
Messiahship of Jesus were wrought in 
the power of the Holy Spirit. His mis- 
sion was to “undo the works of the 
devil.” 


Verse 39.—‘We are witnesses.” Peter 
and his companions had heard and seen 
the Lord in his life; they had also wit- 
nessed his death upon the cross. 


Verse 40.—‘Him God raised up.” More- 
over, they knew that he who died had 
been raised again the third day by God 
the Father. 


Verse 41—“Who did eat and drink 
with him.” This was after his resurrec- 
tion, and is cited as proof that there 
was no ocular illusion or mere subcon- 
scious idea that he who had died was 
raised again. 


Verse 42—“He commanded us _ to 
preach.” This is the reason for world- 
wide missions. These are our marching 
orders. We are to proclaim Christ every- 
where as Saviour and future Judge. 


Verse 43.—“Whosoever believeth in 
him.” Here is the grand proclamation 
of immediate forgiveness for all who 
put their trust in the One whose coming 
all the prophets had foreseen. The mes- 
sage is for all men everywhere. 


Verse 44.—“The Holy Ghost fell.” Peter 
preached. These Gentiles believed. The 
Holy Ghost baptized them at once into 
the body of Christ. Unlike the Samari- 
tans, they were not a rival group to Is- 
rael. The immediate gift of the Spirit 
proved that God had sanctified the Gen- 
tiles. 

Verse 45.—“They .. . were astonished.” 
The Jewish believers were amazed at 
this marvelous evidence that the grace 
of God was thus extended to those who 
were outside the covenants of promise 
(Eph. 2:11-13). 

Verse 46—“They heard them speak 
with tongues.” The same miraculous 
sign as that given on Pentecost put the 
matter beyond the peradventure of a 
doubt. » a 


Verse 47.—“Can any man _ forbid 
water?” The baptism of the Spirit did 
not set aside or render useless water 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform 

Lessons for the year may be had from The 

Sunday School Times Company, 325 North 

Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 


10. March 5.—Peter Preaches to Gentiles. 


Acts 10:1-48 

11. March 12.—Peter Delivered from 
ER RR an ete ae Acts 12:5-17 

12. March 19.—Peter Exhorts to Chris- 
CH EM win vc hdc ec on witign 1 Peter 3:8-18 


13. March 26.—Peter Interprets Christ’s 
Sufferings and Death. 
1 Peter 1:17-23; 2:20-25 
Second Quarter 
1. April 2.—Saul Becomes a New Man. 
Acts 9:1-30 
2. April 9.—Paul Preaches the Risen 
Christ (Easter). Acts 13; 1 Corinthians 15 
3. April 16. Paul Establishes Churches. 
Acts 14 
4. April 23.—- aul Wins Recognition for 
Gentile Christians. 
Acts 15:1-35; Galatians 2:1-10 
5. April 30.—Paul Crosses into Europe. 
Acts 15:36 to 17:15 








baptism, which was the outward symbol 
of submission to Christ. 


Verse 48.—‘He commanded them to be 
baptized.” Thus they were visibly en- 
rolled among the disciples of the Lord. 
Peter remained some days to give them 
further instruction. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


The grace of God is for all men every- 
where. Christ died for all, but only 
those who believe in his name will know 
the joy of divine forgiveness. Our re- 
sponsibility is to go to the people of all 
nations and tell them the story of the 
Saviour whom God has provided. As 
we read the Book of Acts we cannot 
but be impressed with the hesitation of 
those early believers as to carrying the 
message to the Gentiles, but has not the 
Church failed in a similar way all down 
through the centuries? The need of men 
cries aloud to us to give to them the 
Word of the Gospel if we have accepted 
it ourselves. 


Lesson Outlines 
Curist JESUS THE ONLY SAVIOUR 

Foretold by prophets (Acts 10:43) 

Came in the fullness of time (Gal. 4:4) 

Lived a sinless life (Heb. 4:15) 

Ministered to the needs of men (Acts 
10:38) 

Died for our sins (1 Cor. 15:3) 

Rose for our justification (Rom. 4:25) 

Lives to save eternally all who trust 
him (Heb. 7:25) 

LicHT FOR Honest SOULS 

God wants to save all men (1 Tim. 
2:4) 

He is no respecter of persons (Acts 
10: 34) 

He always recognizes earnest souls 
(Acts 10:35) 

They who seek will find (Rom. 2:6, 7) 

He commands all men to repent (Acts 
17:30) 

All who believe will be saved (Acts 
16:30, 31) 
Special Lesson Topics and Truths 

The State of Cornelius Before Peter 
Preached to Him. He was a moral, up- 
right, devout man, God-fearing and gen- 
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erous. But all this in itself could not 
save (Acts 11:13, 14). Yet it might be 
a mistake to conclude that there was no 
work of grace in his soul before he heard 
the clear Gospel message. He seems to 
have turned to God from idolatry, as a 
repentant, seeking soul, which would 
imply that he was quickened by the 
Spirit, but needing clearer light in order 
that he might know and enjoy God’s 
salvation. 

Where there is a desire for the knowl- 
edge of God, he will see that light: is 
given. No man will be finally lost who 
honestly desired to be saved. The Lord 
will bring the seeking sou] and the mes- 
senger of grace together, for he never 
disappoints those who cry to him in re- 
pentance for his pardoning grace. 


Practical and Personal Applications 


If you do not yet know that you are 
saved, are you an honest seeker after 
God? 

To the cry for mercy God never turns 
a deaf ear. Have you sought him in sin- 
cerity? 

It is not almsgiving or morality that 
saves, but personal faith in the risen 
Christ. Are you trusting him? 

If we know Christ ourselves, are we 
now at his disposal to make known his 
grace to other needy ones? 


Sentence Summaries of Lesson Truths 


Righteous behavior will not save, but 
righteous living as an evidence that one 
has turned in heart to God and is ac- 
cepted of him. 


Only the grace of God could over- 
come Jewish prejudices against the Gen- 
tiles, and it takes the same grace today 
to overcome Gentile prejudices against 
the Jews. 


Peter preached Christ crucified, risen, 
and coming again to Cornelius and his 
household. 


The Holy Spirit bore witness to the 
faith that sprang up in the souls of these 
Gentiles as they heard the Word of life. 


It is significant that Peter had to de- 
fend his conduct in going to the Gen- 
tiles with the Gospel, to the church at 
home, so feebly did they grasp the pur- 
pose of God. 

CuIcaco. 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 
HAT was Cornelius’ state before his 
conversion? 


2. Why did not the angel make plain the 
way of salvation? 


3. How had God prepared Peter to meet 
the messengers? 


4. What was the import of the vision 
given to him? 

5. Why did Peter take other brethren 
with him? 

6. What great truth did Peter announce 
when he entered Cornelius’ house? 


7. What was the attitude of Cornelius and 
his friends? 


8. What was the import of Peter’s mes- 
sage? 


9. What was its effect on his audience? 
10. How did God rati#y their faith? 





Answers to the Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions are 
given on page 120 of this issue. 
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Lesson for March 5 


The Illustration Round Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations 
for this de ent; one dollar is paid for 
each illustration accepted, and two dollars 

for the best one each week. But readers are 
urged not to send anything without first secur- 
ing and reading carefully a leaflet explaining 
the conditions of this department. The full list 
of lessons for the year, with this leafiet, be 
sent for ten cents in stamps. Failure to note 
the conditions means that good illustrations 
are co having to be rejected by_ the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 


Illustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the date 
of the lesson. 

Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that portion of the lesson text indicated in the 
lesson list after the word “Print.” 


In view of the large number of illustrations 
submitted on each lesson, readers are asked to 
limit to six the total for any one lesson. 

The Prime Minister.—God is no re- 
specter of persons (Acts 10:34). A 
French prime minister once sent for an 
eminent. surgeon to perform upen him 
a serious operation. Said the prime min- 
ister: “You will not, of course, treat 
me in the same rough manner as you 
would treat your poor. miserable 
wretches in the hospital.” “Sir,” re- 
plied the surgeon with dignity, “every 
one of those poor miserable wretches, as 
your Eminence is pleased to call them, 
in a prime minister in my eyes !”—From 
the King’s Business. Sent by L. G. 
James, Toronto, Can. 


Seminary President and Truck Driver. 
—To him give all the prophets witness, 
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that through his name whosoever be- 
lieveth in him shall receive remission 
of sins (v. 43). Dr. John Broadus said 
he was definitely converted as a boy 
of fifteen and was so happy in his con- 
version that he wanted to tell some one 
else.. So he found another boy about 
his own age. Out behind the barn they 
sat down on a lumber pile, and there 
John told his friend of his wonderful 
experience with his Saviour. The other 
boy listened till he had finished and then 
said, “That is the prettiest story I ever 
heard, John, and I want to become a 
Christian, too.” So they knelt down, 
and the other boy gave his heart to the 
Lord. The two boys grew up in the 
same city. The other boy became a 
truck driver and John the head of a 
theological seminary, but the friendship 
continued. Dr. Broadus says, “Whenever 
I went down the street and saw that man 
he would always touch his old ragged 
cap and say, “Thank you, John.” Then 
Dr. Broadus continued, “When I get over 
Yonder I want to see my dear old father 
and mother, and then I want to meet 
that man, and I know he will look into 
my face and say, ‘Thank you, John.’ ”— 
From Pentecostal Evangel. Sent by Mrs. 
Lewis Conrad, Imogene, Iowa. 


For Whom Did He Die?—-Whosoever 
believeth in him shall receive remission 
of sins (v. 43). Twelve shipwrecked men 











“Christ hath redeemed us 
--- that the blessing of 
Abraham might come on 
the Gentiles 
Jesus Christ; 
might receive the prom- 
ise of the Spirit 
through faith’ 


Galatians 3:13,14 
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were laboring in heavy seas in an over- 
loaded boat, when one of the seamen, in 
order to lighten the boat, deliberately 
sprang overboard. The rest were saved. 
For which of the eleven did the sailor 
give his life? If Christ died for all, he 
died for each; for no one more than an- 
other, and no one omitted. The sun 
shines for nineteen hundred millions 
of mankind, but I know that it shines 
for me, and would tomorrow morn- 
ing if not another soul survived on 
the globe. So Christ loved me and gave 
himself for me.—From the Presbyterian. 
Sent by Wanda Conrad, Imogene, Iowa. 


When Class Distinctions Disappeared. 
—Look unto me, and be ye saved, all 
the ends of the earth: for I am God, and 
there is none else (Golden Text). The 
Titanic carried four kinds of passengers: 
first class, second class, third class, and 
steerage; each class keeping in their re- 
spective places until the night of the 
disaster. On that night all class distinc- 
tion disappeared and all were shut up 
to one way of escape, the lifeboat. Those 
who found places in the lifeboat were 
saved. The lesson for us is that God is 
no respecter of persons. All are shut up 
to one way of escape, and that is the 
cross of Christ. All who flee to him and 
put their trust in him are safe——From 
The Sunday School Times. Sent by 
Josephine A. Kinzly, North Tonawanda, 
N.Y. Prize illustration. 


The Inescapable Beam.—Look unto me, 
and be ye saved, all the ends of the earth 
(Golden Text). If one stands beside the 
ocean on a moonlight night, he sees a 
straight path of silver from the moon.to 
his feet. There is no escaping it. If he 
moves miles in either direction the beam 
of light continues to lie directly between 
him and the moon. There is something 
in the action of light, and in the struc- 
ture of his eyes, which renders this in- 
escapable. Every man who looks wist- 
fully toward the cross finds a similar 
direct nexus between the Crucified and 
himself. He cannot get away from it. 
Christ’s sacrifice has a personal meaning 
for him.—From the Moody Monthly. 
Seni by M. H. James, Toronto, Can. 


Mistaken Insurance.—Look unto me, 
and be ye saved, all the ends of the earth 
(Golden Text). World-famous Lloyd’s 
of London originally specialized in 
marine insurance, but now writes all 
forms of policies except life. It is pos- 
sible to insure in Lloyd’s against prac- 
tically every act of man .and nature. 
They have been asked to issue some - 
very strange policies—such as the fig- 
ures of Americans with a public follow- 
ing. They insured an expert’s brain, an 
actress’ accent, and George Washington’s 
false teeth. The daily press recently 
mentioned one of the strangest policies 
Lloyd’s have issued—that of insuring 
an American against being converted. 
That American must regard conversion 
as a disease, or a danger, or a calamity. 
Many who smile at his fears and his 
unique policy nevertheless themselves 
studiously refrain from attending serv- 
ices where the. Gospel is preached, and 
evade the efforts of personal workers 
and refuse to read the Scriptures and 
Gospel tracts—From Now. Sent by Al- 
bert Mygatt, Canby, Minn. 
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From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, in 
whatever work thou hast placed us may we be 
faithful witnesses to thy grace and thy power. 
We thank thee that thou dost not ask us to 
decide who is worthy of the message of salva- 
tion, but thou dost call upon us to tell forth 
the Gospel as we have opportunity. Help us 
to be true witnesses, testifying to what we 
know of the grace and power of the whole 
salvation offered by our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ. May we testify boldly and 
gladly, and do our part in spreading the Gos- 
pel wherever it is possible for us to do so. In 
the name of our Lord Jesus we pray. 

After the Lesson.—Have you noticed in 
your Bible reading how gladly and 
boldly those who knew the Lord were 
constantly telling about him? They did 
so even when met by the severest op- 
position. In this lesson Peter gives forth 
the great message that salvation is for 
the Gentiles, those who were not Jews, 
quite as truly as for the Jews. That 
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was a new and glad message for the 
Gentiles. Peter needed to learn that 
salvation was not for the Jews alone. 
Can you think of any nation on the earth 
that is shut out from God’s offer of'sal- 
vation in the Lord Jesus Christ? No, but 
millions have not yet heard of him or 
known the Saviour and Lord he is. Sal- 
vation is not a matter of color or loca- 
tion, but it is for all who will accept the 
Lord Jesus Christ. What a responsibil- 
ity that places on us when we think of 
the millions who have not yet known 
him! Will you be willing to help in 
whatever way God points out to you? 
Let us pray. 
PHILADELPHIA. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Surprise Parties.—Peter . . . said, Of 
a truth I perceive that God is no re- 
specter of persons (Acts 10:34). Some 
time ago I told of a little girl in a Chris- 
tian family, who, when an older sister 
said, “I wonder why God does not tell 
us more about Heaven,” replied: 

“Why, he’s a-savin’ it for a surprise.” 

The friend who lives in the family, 
and who wrote me of the incident, 
added: 

“Little May is great on surprises.” 

The text of our lesson suggests that 
among the surprises God has for us will 
be the evidence of his lack of “respect 
for persons.” The same matter of sur- 
prises goes for the “Other Place.” 

Indeed, does not the Master himself 
tell us this very thing? The only place 
in the Gospels where the curtain that 
hides the “Other World” is lifted a little 
bit, discovers to us a graphic picture 
in illustration of our text — the “beggar” 
above, the “rich man” below, and the 
“great gulf” between (Luke 16:19-31). 

There will be more Florence Nightin- 
gales, Frances Willards, Clara Bartons, 
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than there will be Queens, Duchesses, 
and First Ladies. 

There will be more of the “man-with- 
the-hoe” and the “worker-of-the-pay” 
than of the heroes of the Country Club 
and the Social Whirl. Yes, indeed, as 
the little Chicago girl guessed, Heaven 
is likely to be a place of surprise parties. 

When I discussed religion with my 
good friend, the parish priest, I laugh- 
ingly told him, “Father Walsh, you think 
I am in for a surprise at the end of this 
life, and I know you are. 

“You think I am going to be surprised 
to find myself in Purgatory, when I think 
‘absent from the body, and. . . present 
with the Lord.’ ” 

Surprise parties are nothing to argufy 
about, but to enjoy. 


The Convincers—We are witnesses 
(v. 39). The big busses that run be- 
tween Coatesville and West Chester, 
the county seat, hold thirty-five to forty 
passengers. If I had a case in court 
and had to establish a fact and took 
over two bus loads of witnesses, say 
some sixty to seventy people, there 
would be no question how the jury 
would decide. The densest dumbbell of 
the twelve would be convinced of the 
truth the many witnesses came to estab- 
lish. 

At the beginning of the Christian 
Church there were enough witnesses to 
fill “The Short Line Company’s” entire 
fleet of big busses. If from the time Paul 
came over into Europe at the Macedo- 
nian call, Messrs. Ford, Chrysler, and 
General Motors had been turning out 
automobiles at their present rate it 
would have taken all the wheels of all 
the centuries to carry those who could 
bear witness to the truth of the Gospel. 
(Isa. 43:9, 10; Prov. 14:25.) 

Here in Coatesville (you in your town, 
too) I could load up the best and most 
outstanding people in town — Methodists, 
Baptists, Presbyterians, Lutherans, Epis- 
copalians, Mennonites, Quakers, and 
bring them, with their testimony, to the 
fellow who says he “has no use for re- 
ligion and the church.” 
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While such a crowd of witnesses would 
simply overwhelm any court and jury, 
yet their testimony does not move 
Brother Skeptic. Why? 

The answer is easy. The Devil is still 
on his job. Satan has a way of putting 
out the eyes of the mind. When the 
mind goes blind the will turns to stone 
—or cement, when it is set. He is apt 
to be the fellow who thinks it smart 
and witty to cry, “I am open to convic- 
tion, but I would like to see the man who 
can convince me.” 

I might add that the doctor is often 
an abler “convincer” than the minister. 
The doctor shakes his head and says, 
“Yes, let him eat anything he likes — 
make him comfortable.” 

Then Brother Gentile, in the face of 
the inevitable, has a wonderful change 
of mind and heart. c 


Riding the “Pony.”—On the Gentiles 
also was poured out ... the Holy Ghost. 
For they heard them speak with tongues 
(vs. 45, 46). There are some miracles 
which a doubting mind and a lively im- 
agination might undertake to explain by 
natural causes. The Thurstons and Hou- 
dinis used to do some wonderful sleight- 
of-hand tricks. You can make a big 
jug of root beer with a small bottle of 
extract. 

There are those who were supposed to 
be dead who were only in a trance. 
Every now and then some “incurable” 
disease is “miraculously” cured. The 
blind eyes see, the lame legs walk, the 
mute voice speaks. And so on. 

But Professor Doubt with all his in- 
genuity and learning cannot explain this 
wonderful manifestation of the Holy 
Spirit in the gift of tongues. 

When I was in college I labored long 
and late over Greek and Latin of the 
dead ones, and French and German of 
the live ones. I never did get where 
I could speak in any of the four. After 
I left college I took on Spanish and Ital- 
ian, with the same result. 

As I write, our oldest grandson is 
“wrestling with French,” with a tutor 








The Golden 


Look un- to me, and 


am God, 


1-10-39 


be 





Text in Song 
ROBERT HARKNESS 


the ends 


ye saved, all 


and there is none __ else. 


Copyright, 1939, by Robert Harkness. International Copyright Secured. 


Robert Harkness teaches Evangelistic Piano Playing in a unique Correspondence Course of 


eighty lessons. 


He also publishes a book of Solos and Offertories under the title, "The Music 
of the Gospel.’’ Free ee ae be sent upon request. 


Box 204, South Pasadena, Calif. 


Please write to Robert Harkness, 




















Lesson for March 5 


(making up) when the ball field is 
loudly calling to him, “Come on out and 
play !” 

This is to say, any “tongues” beside 
one’s own, come only by the hardest 
kind of work and much buckling down 
to study of verbs and idioms. 

I have told before of a schoolmate of 
my youth. His father was the only 
Spiritualist I have ever known inti- 
mately. We were studying “Cesar.” 
This boy had fine translations, far supe- 
rior to anything the rest of us could do. 
He told us the Spirit of Julius himself 
had come to help him. It was subse- 
quently discovered the “Spirit” which 
came to the assistance of our schoolmate 
came riding upon a “pony.” In those 
days a “pony” was a translation in a 
small compass gotten up for the dumb 
and lazy students. I don’t know whether 
these “ponies” trot through our schools 
nowadays or not, but in my day the 
fellows that yielded to this temptation 
and went pony riding wasted their dads’ 
money. 

What I am trying to show is there is 
no explaining away the miracle of the 
gift of tongues. 


COATESVILLE, Pa. 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
_ Author of “ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories 
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Say, Fellows, — 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 

Beginning: Detour ! 

Discussion: Frankly face the question: 
Are you as eagerly, enthusiastically en- 
joying your relationship to Jesus Christ 
as when you first gave your heart to him? 
If not, why? What are some of the dis- 
couragements which come to a new-born 
Christian? How to meet them. 


Objective: James 1:5, 6. 
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AY, fellows, Peter is surging along 

now like a bold river that knows its 
source and has a profound conviction as 
to its destiny —if a river could have 
such! I have seen a lot of you fellows 
like that recently: up in Yonkers three 
weeks ago at a young people’s rally, and 
at Trenton last week in a similar rally; 
over at New Wilmington last August 
where nearly one thousand young people 
enthusiastically — almost hilariously — 
laid everything on the altar in dedica- 
tion to the high privilege of sacrificial 
service to the Lord Jesus Christ. I saw 
the faces of boys and girls with flowing 
tears and glowing smiles; they were res- 
olutely standing to accept the challenge 
and follow in the footsteps of the Mas- 
ter, no matter where the clearly marked 
out path might lead. And it was done 
deliberately — not with singing or music 
to boost, but after they had sat quietly 
and made up their minds, one by one, 
two by two, three by three. It was 
enough to stir any heart to the depths, 
and it is gladdening the spirits of old 
warriors today to know, there are in this 
generation of young people determined 
groups here and there in this America of 
ours who are not only preparing to “fight 
the good fight of faith” but are already 
defending it in a wonderful way. 

But Peter comes to us in this lesson 
today with a timely warning, and we 
will do well to follow his example. We 
could not have risked following Peter 
back there in the January lessons, for 
the Holy Spirit had not come into Peter’s 
life then. But now it is different; Pen- 
tecost has come, and Peter is being led 
by the wisdom of God. And he is surg- 
ing along like a torrent, preaching the 
Good News of Jesus Christ the Messiah 
of prophecy and the Saviour to the Jews 
—“God’s exclusive people,” as he de- 
voutly believed them to be. But some- 
thing startling happened—and some- 
thing snapped. 

Peter, in Joppa, went up on the house- 
top at noon to pray, and while there he 
fell into a trance, and God gave him a 
vision by which he was clearly told to 
preach the Gospel also to the Gentiles. 
“Not so, Lord”! But Peter, true to his 
traditions, said that in his dream and 
is not to be blamed for it. When he was 
fully awake, aroused by the three mes- 
sengers knocking and calling, and he 
saw that God had been instructing him, 
he promptly and without question threw 
overboard all his ecclesiastical and racial 
prejudices — all of his pride, all of his 
plans—and “detoured” by a new and 
surprising road! 

Now, fellows, here’s the point for us 
today. Your experiences as young Chris- 
tians — earnest followers of Jesus Christ 
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— parallel Peter’s, in a way. With fine 
abandon you have ‘enlisted. You are 
ready to give your all to and for the 
wonderful Master. You are learning a 
new joy and a lot of new things, and 
you want to get into about a 60 m.p.h. 
speed with it all; but you may not have 
realized you have a lot of old things to 
dump. You have not quite seen that yet. 
And they are not easy to dump, because 


‘they are pretty well rooted. Also you 


find yourself getting crosswise with 
others, even those who are in your own 
crowd. Reaction comes, and you get dis- 
couraged. 

Then suddenly you come upon the 
“Detour” sign, and God speaks to you 
out of the cloud. He tells you there is 
another path, different from that par- 
ticular one you have been hugging. Peter 
was wise to obey promptly. Will you 
be that wise? And do you notice what 
Peter was doing when he got that clear 
detour signal? He was praying. He was 
praying at noon. When do you pray? 
Is it the last thing at night, when sleepy 
and dead tired you are ready to hop into 
bed? Is that the only time? 

Listen, fellows, the oftener you pray, 
the more you can get in the habit of 
praying at every turn—the more open 
and the more constant you keep the line 
of communication which will bring you 
the unerring counsel and guidance of the 
Holy Spirit. And that means victory. 

New York City. 


For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 

Peter stands opposite ‘10’ on your 
board, with a small representation of the 
sheet gathered up at the four corners (see 
instructions for Lesson 1, Times of Dec. 
17). John 3:16 is the Memory Verse, and 
be sure every: child learns it. 











E HAVE two scenes in our story to- 

day. The first one I want you to 
see is an Italian centurion by the name 
of Cornelius, praying. He was a devout 
man, who feared God. His family also 
worshiped God, and they gave much 
money to the poor. Cornelius prayed 
to. God every day. 

This certain day as he prayed, he saw 
in a vision an angel of God coming to 
him, and calling him by his name. Cor- 
nelius was frightened and said, “Lord, 
what is it?” The angel answered: “God . 
has seen your prayers and alms. Now 
send to Joppa, and call for Simon, whose 
surname is Peter; he is staying with 
Simon, the tanner, whose house is by the 
sea side; he shall tell thee what thou 
oughtest to do.” 

Cornelius called two of his household 
servants and a devout soldier who was 
his bodyguard, and told them the vision, 
and sent them to Joppa. 

Can’t you see them going down the 
road from Czsarea to Joppa by the sea? 

Peter was in Joppa at the house of 
Simon, the tanner. Peter was a Jew. 
The Jews were God’s chosen people, and 
Peter did not know the Gospel was to 
be preached to all the world; he still 
thought it was just for Jews. But Cor- 
nelius, a Gentile, sent his three servants, 
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also Gentiles, to see Peter. God told him 
to do it. They are almost to Joppa. 

Look at our second scene. Peter, the 
Jew, was praying on the housetop. He 
was very hungry, but lunch: was not 
ready, and while he waited, he had a 
vision. 

A vessel like a great sheet, gathered 
together at the four corners, was let 
down from Heaven, and it was full of 
all kinds of beasts. 

A voice said, “Rise, Peter; kill, and 
eat.” 

But Peter said, “Not so, Lord; for I 
have never eaten any thing that is com- 
mon or unclean.” 

But the voice said, “What God hath 
cleansed, that call not thou common.” 
Three times the sheet was let down. 

Just while Peter was wondering what 
this vision meant, the men from Cor- 
nelius came. 

The Spirit told Peter to go with them, 
for God had sent them. So Peter wel- 
comed them, and went back with them 
next day to the house of Cornelius, 
where he preached the Gospel to the 
Gentiles, who believed and received the 
Holy Spirit, and were baptized. 

Peter learned that God was calling 
people out of all nations and races to 
believe on the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Have we learned to give the Gospel 
to all races? 

MopeEsto, CALIF. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Beatrice E. Borchardt 





‘How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Goal.—To lead the girls to a deeper ap- 
preciation of people of other nationalities. 


Activity.—Bring to class a map of the 
early missionary growth, and a map of 
the world, on which may be traced the 
spread of Christianity into every conti- 
nent. 


Memory Verse.—‘‘Jesus came and spake 
unto them, saying, All power is given unto 
me in heaven and in earth. Go ye there- 
fore, and teach all nations, baptizing them 
in the name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Ghost: teaching them 
to observe all things whatsoever I have 
commanded you: and, lo, I am with you 
alway, even unto the end of the world” 
(Matt. 28:18-20). 











IRLS, have you a prejudice against 

any race or nationality other than 
your own? How do we acquire such an 
attitude? Name some examples of race 
prejudice in past history. What are 
some of the present-day difficulties that 
arise with a dislike for people of 
other nationalities? What benefits are 
derived from an understanding and 
appreciation of other peoples? Would 
sincere understanding and appreciation 
of others help to eliminate race preju- 
dice? How? 

“All through my school days, even in 
college, I was conscious of my race,” 
admitted Maria, who came to America 
from Latvia when she was very young. 

“You did not have the feeling toward 
sister and me, did you?” asked an Ameri- 
can friend. 

“Oh, no, of course not! You knew 
me and lovéd me, and that made a differ- 
ence.” 

During a discussion on the subject of 
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race prejudice, Ida Mae declared: “Why 
should people of different nationalities 
dislike one another? I live next door to 
a happy Russian family, and one of the 
girls is my very best chum. People 
would not develop racial intolerance if 
they were willing to make friends with 
those in other groups.” 

Alice, a dainty Japanese, suggested: 
“I learned to understand and love Amer- 
ican girls by mingling with them in 
Christian conferences. We found that 
when we were mutually united in Christ, 
we naturally loved one another.” 

Now let us listen to God’s Word on 
this subject: God “hath made of one 
blood all nations of men... and hath 
determined the times before appointed 
.. . that they should seek the Lord... 
and find him.” What, then, was the 
origin of national and racial differences? 
What is God’s plan for their adjust- 
ment? 

The teacher might summarize the fol- 
lowing references: 1. Humanity became 
separated from God (Rom. 1:21-32). 2. 
Division of nations (Gen. 10:32; 11:6-9). 
3. Beginning of the Jewish race through 
which the Redeemer would come (Gen. 
12:2, 3). 4. The purpose of the law for 
the Israelites (Gal. 3:19; 22, 23). 5. All 
races may be reunited through Christ 
(Eph. 2: 12-16). 

How did God keep in touch with Gen- 
tiles during the Jewish dispensation? 
The ancestry of the Redeemer included 
Gentiles as well as Jews: Abram, father 
of the Jews, came from Ur of the Chal- 
dees (Gen. 11:31), Rahab from Jericho 
(Josh. 6:25; Matt. 1:5), Ruth from Moab 
(Ruth 4:22). Gentiles received knowl- 
edge of Jehovah when the Jews were 
scattered in exile; wise men from Gen- 
tile lands worshiped the infant Son of 
God; Christ ministered to the needs of 
both Jews and Gentiles; and at last he 
told his disciples to carry the knowledge 
of him into all the world. 

Faithfully these witnesses. started 
preaching and teaching in Jerusalem, 
Judea, and Samaria, but not one of them 
ventured into foreign fields until the 
Lord delivered to Peter a new lesson in 
his course of training for service. Peter 
was suffering from intolerance toward 
other races. 1. He had a racial supe- 
riority complex because the Jews were 
God’s choice (Exod. 19:5, 6; Acts 10:28). 
2. He had never come into intimate, 
friendly contact with people of other 
races, and he had no inclination to 
broaden his understanding (Acts 19:14). 

However, when God said to him, 
“Three men seek thee ... Go with them 
. .. for I have sent them,” Peter went 
downstairs and invited these men to 
spend the night in the home where he 
was staying, and the very next day he 
started forth on an entirely new adven- 
ture. . 

Before Peter preached his sermon to 
Cornelius, he must have recalled the 
message which his Lord had given: in 
our Memory Verse: 1. Christ’s deity. 
2. Christ’s command. 3. Christ’s cleans- 
ing power. 4. Christ’s constant presence. 
(As you read the lesson text, help the 
girls to discover how this sermon ‘in- 
cluded the fundamentals of the Gospel.) 
When Peter was through with his mes- 
sage, and had baptized the believers, 
he did not immediately hurry away. In- 
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stead, he remained with these Gentiles 
for “certain days,” showing them that 
Christ could continue to be just as real 
in the everyday routine of ordinary life, 
as he was during this deeper religious 
experience. 

Summarize Peter’s part in this lesson: 
1. He learned that “God is no respecter 
of persons.” 2. He witnessed for Christ 
to Gentiles. 3. He learned to under- 
stand the peculiarities and needs of these 
Gentiles by intimate, friendly fellowship. 
4. Peter aroused an interest in foreign 
missions among his fellow Christians. 
Refer to Acts 11:17, 18; 15:7-11. 

What may this class do to fulfill the 
message of the lesson? (Let the girls 
draw up for themselves a program some- 
what like the following): 1. Get God’s 
viewpoint on the race question (Job 34: 
19; Isa. 45:22; Acts 15:9; Rom. 3:22; 10:12; 
1 Cor. 12:18; 1 Pet. 1:17). 2. Learn, 
through study and personal contact, to 
understand and appreciate people of 
other nationalities. 3. Show through life 
and conversation what Christ means to 
you. Girls, this will mean that you and 
I must observe all the rules of Chris- 
tian courtesy in the presence of others, 
regardless of their position or national- 
ity. 4. Remember that Christ’s promise, 
“Lo, I am with you alway,” was given 
after he had commanded: “Go ye.” Has 
this message become personal to you? 

Next week we shall study: How 
Prayer Helps. During the week you may 
gather examples of answered prayer, and 
memorize John 14:13, 14. 


ALPAUGH, CALIF. 


This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 116) 


1. He was an honest, seeking soul who 
had turned to the God of Israel in sincerity 
of heart. 


2. Because God has committed the minis- 
try of reconciliation to men (2 Cor. 5:18- 
20). 


3. By the vision of the great sheet let 
down from Heaven, filled with all kinds of 
beasts. 


4. That henceforth there were no racial 
or national distinctions to be recognized so 
far as the outgoing of God’s grace is con- 
cerned. 


5. To allay Jewish-Christian prejudices 
and to have competent witnesses to the 
work of God. 

6. That he had learned to call no man 
common or unclean. 


7. They were eager to hear all that God 
gave Peter to proclaim. 


8. He preached Christ, telling of his holy 
and wonderful life of service, his sacrificial 
death, his resurrection, and his coming again 
as Judge. 


9. They believed the message. 


10. The Holy Spirit fell on them as on 
believers in Israel at Pentecost. 


Me 
Dr. Houghton's Broadcast 


N THE issue of February 4, the Tres 

stated that the Sunday afternoon radio 
broadcasts entitled, “Let’s Go Back to 
the Bible,” by Dr. Will Houghton, Presi- 
dent of the Moody Bible Institute, could 
be heard in the Philadelphia area over 
station WFIL (560 kilocycles) at 3 P. M., 
Eastern Standard time. 

The time of these broadcasts over sta- 
tion WFIL, Philadelphia, has been 
changed to 4 P. M. 

















Lesson for March 5 





The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 


By John W. Lane, Jr. 











March 12. Rural America —A New Frontier. 
Prov. 24:27-32. 


Sunday, March 5 


Urban America — A New Frontier 
(Gen. 18:20-23; 19:24, 25) 





Mon.—Requirements of Jehovah (Mic. 6: 
6-9). 

Tues.—Teaching in the cities (Luke 13: 
22-30). 

Wed.—Healing the city’s blind (Mark 10: 
46-52). 

Thurs.—A city that rejected Christ (Luke 
13:34, 35). 

Fri—Doom of ingratitude (Matt. 11:20- 
24). 

Sat.—Meeting the cities’ needs (Luke 10: 
1-12). 











N MAN’S mind, the city has long 

been held as a symbol of civilization 
and culture and progress. To young 
men and women in rural districts the 
city has often been as a great magnet 
drawing men from the farms and the 
small towns, holding out attractive po- 
sitions and often dazzling them by its 
glitter. There can be no denying that, 
in some instances, the city does offer 
greater opportunities, but the value of 
these opportunities must be appraised 
by counting the cost and the danger 
and the disadvantages that must also 
be met in city life. 

4 


It is striking to notice in God’s Word 
that the first city was begun by a man 
under a curse. It was Cain who “went 
out from the presence of the Lord” and 
built this first city of which we have 
record (Gen. 4:16, 17). 

The next city that is mentioned in 
the Scriptures is Babel, and this was 
begun by a group of men gnd women 
who sought to reach Heaven and to 
‘make a name for themselves (Gen. 11: 
4, 5). It came to naught when God 
confused the language of the people and 
scattered them over the face of the earth. 

Our Scripture lesson tells us of two 
cities that had to be destroyed by God 
because of their exceeding wickedness. 

se 

While it may not be fair to conclude 
from these facts that God intended men 
to live in the open rather than to live 
together in cities, nevertheless it must 
be recognized that the close contacts 
that are inevitable in the city tend to 
breed evil. In our own land some of 
these evils are being recognized. We 
hear considerable today about the health 
and social problems created by tene- 
ments and poor housing and lack of 
recreational facilities. An effort is be- 
ing made in many cities to deal with 
these problems and to create better liv- 
ing and recreational facilities. But as 
Christian young people we shall want 
to think beyond the social and physical 
needs and find out what we can do to 
meet the spiritual needs of these 
crowded areas. 

When we stop to realize that more 
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than fifty per cent of our population in 

the United States is in the city areas, 

perhaps we shall realize that here is a 

great opportunity and challenge to reach 

every section of our city with the Gospel. 
ve 

One difficulty has been that, as cer- 
tain districts in our cities have been 
filled up with a foreign element, church 
congregations have moved elsewhere, 
leaving the church either to die a slow 
death or requiring it to move out into 
a new neighborhood. However, is this 
condition not an opportunity for the 
congregation to undertake a mission on 
the old site, and to carry on the work 
until a new group of Christians has been 
garnered from the incoming population 
that can become self-supporting? 

Young people’s groups have often be- 
gun at first in such localities with sim- 
ple Sunday school services, and these 
have grown until a group strong enough 
to carry on a church has been formed. 

e 

The number of hospitals within city 
areas present another opportunity for 
young people’s groups. Thousands of 
sick folks, separated from home and 
loved ones, and often troubled and fear- 
ful of the future, eagerly welcome the 
visit of thoughtful and tactful Christians. 
Here is the opportunity to give out Gos- 
pels, and comforting and helpful tracts, 
and to speak a word for the One who 
alone can truly comfort and help in 
times such as these. It will prove worth 
while to make a list of the hospitals 
within easy access of your church, and 
to record the visiting days, and then 
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make plans to have some of your group 
visit such institutions regularly. 
, 4 

Within easy reach of your group are 
doubtless some prisons and reforma- 
tories. Ask your pastor to direct you in 
what can be done toward reaching the 
men and women and boys and girls in 
these institutions with the Gospel. Often 
meetings can be arranged in such places, 
at which time your group can sing and 
give a Gospel message that will tell these 
needy ones of Him who can “break the 
power of cancelled sin and set the pris- 
oner free.” What better work could you 
do for society than to return to it some 
of these offenders made new in Christ, 
instead of made worse by their evil as- 
sociations in prison? 

b 4 

And have you ever stopped to think 
of the opportunity that awaits you 
among the many firemen that guard 
our cities from disaster by day and 
night? The very nature of their work 
often makes it impossible for them to 
attend church regularly. Have you ever 
considered supplying the firehouses in 
your immediate neighborhood with Tes- 
taments or with tracts? 

And what about the young people 
right in your own neighborhood who 
attend no church? Do you know who 
they are? Have you ever invited any 
of them to come to your young peo- 
ple’s prayer meetings? A house-to-house 
canvass often brings astonishing results. 
Consult your pastor as to how this can 
be accomplished by your group. 


PHILADELPHIA. 





[ Children at Home 





Rainy Day 
By Samuel Scoville, Jr. 


AYLIGHT showed dimly through the 

blurred windows that early Sep- 
tember morning, and the rain slashed 
through the trees, while a mist rose up 
from the.sodden ground. Four of us, 
however, had long ago learned never to 
let the weather spoil a holiday. 

An hour later and we were whirling 
along a deserted road in the southern 
end of New Jersey. 

“Ten years ago I saw it here,” mur- 
mured the Botanist. 

“Saw what?” I queried. 

“The coreopsis rosea,” he answered 
learnedly. “Watch the roadsides for a 
pink, daisylike flower.” 

We watched and watched, but no rosy 
coreopsis appeared. 

Our first stop was by a ruined mill, 
and there the Fernist showed me speci- 
mens of the ebony spleenwort, nearly 
as long as a Christmas fern, also the 
marginal shield fern, the wood fern, and 
some thuridinum moss. None of these 
- . ° 
registered with me, for mosses, grasses, 
and ferns leave me cold as compared 
with flowers. 

Later on, in the rain, we came upon a 
wave of migrating warblers feeding 
and chirping in low pine trees. Before 
they left us we had identified the red- 
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start, blackpoil, black-throated green, 
magnolia, a pine warbler singing like 
a chipping sparrow, and one warbler in 
fall plumage that the Naturalist declared 
‘was a bay-breasted, the which the rest 
of us doubted. 

Among them all were bluebirds gleam- 
ing here and there against the green 
needles and giving their soft contralto 
calls, also a belated female tanager, 
which caused much discussion among 
three of the party. Only the Fernist re- 
fused to join in the argument. Birds 
meant little to her compared with ferns. 
Tree swallows, barn swallows, a king- 
bird, a crow, and a turkey buzzard com- 
pleted our list at that spot. 

Then we headed toward the beach at 
Sea Isle, where we planned to eat our 
lunch in some deserted pavilion at the 
water’s edge. On the way we crossed 
a little stream and stopped on a bridge 
to view a pond in the woods studded 
with water lilies. One of the memories 
of that rainy day will always be that 
lovely, blue-green pool, dotted with the 
cloud-white fragrant flowers, and ringed 
around with the deep green of the 
cedars, like a great aquamarine set in 
jade. 1 

The rain moved across the fields in 
gray vertical lines as we stopped at the 
dismantled station of an abandoned rail- 
road. Only the flat, wide stones of the 
platform were left. Even’ the rails had 
been long gone. Beyond the stones a 
swampy meadow stretched away covered 
with high grass. We patrolled that field 
carefully, for there, years before, the 
Botanist, while waiting for a train, had 
found the rare pine-barren’ gentian 
growing. At last, when I was dripping 
wet up to my chin, there came a shout 
from the Botanist. Burning like blue 
stars in the tall, wet grass, he showed us 
scattered, single gentians. The five petals, 
of a deep intense blue, sheathed in a green 
calyx, were joined together so that when 
fully ablow each flower flared out into 
a chalice that seemed to have been fash- 
ioned from a great sapphire. Each petal 
was freckled with a little cluster of 
faint gold dots, so small that they could 
only be made out with difficulty. 

Lunch time found us nearing the shore. 
We began to see gulls (two species: 
laughing and herring), and once in a 
marsh we stopped and watched three 
crystal-white American egrets, those ex- 
quisite little herons from the South, 
move daintily through the long, green 
marsh grass. 

At a little road stand we bought some 
beach plum jelly and a banana water- 
melon, yellow instead of pink inside, 
and feasted in the pavilion on the beach. 
In front of us pattered little companies 
of light-colored sanderlings, semi-pal- 
mated sandpipers, and Western sand- 
pipers almost alike, save for the longer 
bills of the Western. Then there were 
ring-billed gulls, and a loon, and lit- 
tle ring-necked plover to amuse us as 
we ate. 

After lunch we started for Atsion, and 
there found a little field surrounded by, 
marshlands and all bejewelled with 
pine-barren flowers. 

In the short grass flamed the rose- 
madder, butterfly blossoms of the pur- 
ple gerardia, while above them 
stretched the long wands of that lovely 
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liatris of the Barrens, the hairy button 
snakeroot with its shaggy lilac flowerets. 
Then there was the orange polygala with 
its cylindrical burnt-orange blossoms, 
and that rhexia, the deer grass with its 
magenta petals and long yellow anthers. 
Late in the fall its leaves and stems 
turn a rich crimson. Here and there 
were clumps of orange grass which when 
crushed had the exact scent of orange 
peel, and there were stands of that late 
goldenrod caesia, the blue-stemmed, 
and, best of all, growing everywhere 
were again the sapphire flowers of the 
gentian. The whole bespangled meadow 
fairly gleamed with color through the 
driving rain. 

Beyond that rainbow field we entered 
a stretch of woods by a concealed road 
which the Naturalist had discovered 
while looking for a colony of yellow- 
crowned night herons some two years 
before. He showed us their deserted 
nests, but the herons themselves had evi- 
dently departed southward. 

It was in those woods that we made 
our last two discoveries. The first one 
was a clump of strange flowers with 
cherry-red petals and a pale yellow 
calyx. The clammy, fleshy stem of each 
plant.ended in a cluster of ten of those 
flowerets, which much resembled the 
waxen-white flowers of the Indian pipe 
or corpse-plant, to whose family mono- 
tropa, it belonged. We identified the un- 
canny, parasitic flower as the pinesap, 
and were lucky in finding its bright 
colored form, as it is usually of a much 
duller shade. 

Beyond the pinesap we drove slowly 
through the darkening woods. Sud- 
denly the Fernist gave a loud cry of 
“Stop, stop.”.« We stopped, fearing the 
worst. She scrambled out and rolled 
down a bank into a swamp with a splash. 
When we reached her she was clinging 
ecstatically to a fern. “The Massachu- 
setts,” she murmured. “I’ve been look- 
ing for it for years and years.” 

She showed it to us, trembling with 
excitement. It was a long fern with 
short, regular sprays of leaves growing 
from either side of its stem like the 
rounds of a ladder. The Fernist ex- 
plained to us that its Latin name was 
“Simulata,” because it simulated both 
the New York and the marsh fern. Per- 
sonally I did not feel justified in becom- 
ing very enthusiastic over such a deceit-. 
ful plant, but I dared not say so. 

We all felt that the Simulata was the 
climax of our day, and started home- 
ward, wet to the skin but filled with 
that measureless contentment that only 
nature lovers know. 
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The Minister’s Prayer Life 
(Continued from second page) 


there is no end to the variety of com-. 
plexes in human beings, and the minis- 
ter, of himself, is helpless to deal with 
them; he is neither competent nor wise: 
enough. But God is not so limited. Mir- 
acles of grace can still be seen because 
of pastors who pray for those for whom 
they feel deep responsibility. 

Paul was a mighty intercessor. “I 
make mention of you always in my’ 














Lesson for March 5 


prayers,” he often says. He not only 
bestowed intercessory interest on others 
but he asked for it from his friends. 
“Now I beseech you, brethren, for the 
Lord Jesus Christ’s sake, and for the love 
of the Spirit, that ye strive together 
with me in your prayers to God for 
me” (Rom. 15:30). His pleading was 
based on the fact that he knew the 
prayer of faith produces true results. It 
strengthens the minister of God, brings 
might to Christian weaklings, and leads 
sinners into holiness. 

In the experiences of faithful ministers 
we have abundant evidence of the truth 
of these words. Hopeless and recalci- 
trant rebels against God have been 
prayed into sainthood. Warring factions 
in churches have been prayed into rec- 
onciliation and peace. It was said of one 
great saint:. “He prayed up the walls 
- of hospitals; he prayed mission stations 
into being and missionaries into faith; 
he prayed open the heart of the rich, 
and gold from the most distant lands.” 

Praying ministers are the Lord’s gen- 
eral staff on earth, planning new cam- 
paigns, winning new victories, driving 
back forces of sin and darkness, and re- 
leasing streams of living waters upon the 

arid regions of human sin, pain, and 
grief. When we cast our eyes back over 
the long trail whence have trod the 
saints of God, we find in every instance 
and in a marked degree that they were 
men of prayer. 

The true shepherd of souls, whose 
heart is filled with love as was his 
Lord’s, will never lack that tenderness 
and sympathy with his charges that 
draws them by name into those sacred 
hours when he prays. 

Perhaps it is asked how can busy 
people do such work. The answer is 
that, to just the extent we give a 
thing importance, to just that extent we 
give it place and scope. Emergencies 
command attention supremely. A life in 
danger will cause all else but rescue to 
stop. Ministers are God’s caretakers of 
pilgrim souls journeying to Zion. Their 
supreme care is to see to it that they 
arrive in honor and glory. The spiritual 
mission is a life-long emergency which 
‘can only be effectively cared for by a 
life of prayer. 





{ With the New Books 


The Economics of the Bible. By Alex- 
ander Fraser. (Printed for free distribu- 
tion by the author, 100 Diamond St., 
Pittsburgh, Pa.) The writer of this 
pamphlet believes that “the Bible should 
be the foundation of the Christian’s 
thinking in every field of thought.” Con- 
sequently he has turned to the Scrip- 
tures for an adequate interpretation of 
the Christian’s social privileges and re- 
sponsibilities. The reader sees quite 
plainly that God has not left us with- 
out instruction in such matters. Mr. 
Fraser sums up his testimony with the 
following: “There is a Biblical social 
Gospel. But we find it identical with 
the rule of Heaven’s King, the Lord 
Jesus Christ at his second advent. Then, 
the principles of his kingdom as enun- 
ciated in the Sermon on the Mount are 
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to rule men’s lives because these prin- 
ciples rule in their hearts. Then, gov- 
ernment and economics will be fash- 
ioned upon that great document because 
men will be willing to obey.” 


Death Defeated and Defied. By R. A. 
Torrey. (Bible Institute Colportage As- 
sociation, 843-845 N. Wells St., Chicago, 
20 cents.) Every home which has been 
bereaved by death should be interested 
to know what God has to say on the 
subject. Beginning with the Home-go- 
ing of his own daughter, Margaret, Dr. 
Torrey goes on to describe also the tri- 
umphant last hours. of Mr. Moody, an 
example of the truth of the Bible state- 
ment that Christ has abolished death (2 
Tim. 1:10). Three questions are asked 
and answered: “What does death end 
for the believer?” “What does death 
begin for the believer?” and “What does 
death bring to those left behind?” This 
is a comforting little exposition. 


Reflections of a Mother. By Esther W. 
Turner. (Eye-Method Publishing Co., 
1712-16 E. Twentieth St., Oakland, Calif., 
50 cents.) How can we build a truly 
Christian home and thus be assured of 
comfort and satisfaction in our children 
through years to come? Mrs. Turner’s 
little brochure has been prepared to an- 
swer just this question, and realizing 
that conversation attracts more than 
preachment, she has made every one of 
the seven chapters to be a dialogue be- 
tween an experienced older mother and 
one who is young and in need of help. 
These little talks show how needful 
it is to plan a chummy, happy life with 
the children in their games, hikes, music, 
clubs, and in their work as well. They 
teach also the necessity for prepared 
spiritual instructions which shall reach 
out to include other less fortunate 
youngsters. Mrs. Turner knows that 
there will be no time for such a pro- 
gram except as parents’ are made to 
feel that it is the only way to avoid 
broken hearts and homes later. There 
are twelve full-page cartoon illustrations 
which in themselves make a strong ap- 
peal for that character building in the 
child which is comprehensive and alto- 
gether Christian. 


Wade Smith's Engagements 


EADERS of the Times and their 
friends in or near the following 
towns and cities will be glad to know 
when they may have an opportunity to 
hear.Wade Smith, designer of the Little 
Jetts and writer of “Say, Fellows, —.” 





February 12-22.—Fleming Memorial Presby- 
terian Church, Fairmont, W. Va. 

February 26 to March 3.—New Lebanon 
United Presbyterian Church, near Lisbon, 


Ohio. > 

March’ 5-12.—First United Presbyterian 
Church, East Palestine, Ohio. 

March 15-24.—Highland United Presbyterian 
Church, New Castle, Pa. 

March 29 to April 9.—First Presbyterian 
Church, Valdosta, Ga. 

April 23 to May 3.—Gaston Presbyterian 
Church, Philadelphia. 


May 17-21.—Powderhorn Park Baptist Church, 
Minneapolis. 


August 15-30.—1525 Sherman Street, Denver. 


September 17-23.—First United Presbyterian 
Church, North Bend, Nebr. 
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For Family Worship 
By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 


Director of 
The Great Commission Prayer League 








Following the Home Daily Bible Readings 

9n the International Uniform Sunday School 

Lessons, issued by the International Sunday 
School Lesson Committee. 


February 27 to March 5 


Mon.—Acts 10:1-8. A Devout Centurion. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “One that feared 
God.” Religiousness is not synonymous 
with salvation. A man may be as re- 
ligious as Cornelius and still need to 
hear “words, whereby thou and all thy 
house shall be saved” (11:14). Let us 
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FILMS DEVELOPED 
The Photo Mill. Immediate Service ! No 
Delay! Roll developed, carefully printed 
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thank God for every sincere soul that 
faces the door to the Kingdom of God; 
but let us remember that it is still writ- 
ten: “Ye must be born again.” Pray 
for the Christian Youth League of 
America, 4585 Elston Avenue, Chicago. 


Tues.—Acts 10:34-48, Peter Preaches to Gentiles. 

PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “The word which 
God sent.” The Great Commission, un- 
der which Peter preached, insured the 
Gospel message to Jew and Gentile. The 
Great Commission is still “the unrecalled 
commission.” Have you an “every crea- 
ture” commission? “The word which 
God sent” must be passed on to still 
others. Evangelism is somebody’s re- 
sponsibility. How much of this is yours? 
Pray for Hibbing Bible Conference, 2109 
First Avenue, Hibbing, Minn. 


Wed.—Galatians 3:6-14. 
A Blessing for the Gentiles. 
Prayer Succestions: “The blessing of 
Abraham . :. on the Gentiles.” Salva- 
tion by faith and the gift of the Spirit 
are in “the blessing of Abraham” for all 
that believe on Christ. “In thee shall 
all nations be blessed” (Gal. 3:8, 16). 
Justification by faith, and the gift of the 
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Spirit are for all who receive Christ as 
the sinner’s Saviour. Pray for Radio 
Bible Fellowship (Milo F. Jamison), 
KFI, Los Angeles. 


Thurs.—Luke 10:30-37. The Giant of Prejudice. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “He passed by on 
the other side.” Prejudice moved both 
the priest. and tthe Levite to pass by on 
the other side. Of all the wicked chil- 
Gren of Pride none is more vicious than 
Prejudice. Whispering, talebearing, and 
evil surmising are the sure marks of 
a warped judgment. Love is never clan- 
ish. It abhors race prejudice. The in- 
tolerant, opinionated soul is kin to the 
shortsighted, conceited religionists who 
“passed by on the other side.” Pray 
for Rural Missionary Association, Box 
115, West Point, Calif. 
Fri.—Acts 11:1-18. Life for All. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Repentance unto 
life.’ God’s pardon is never given to 
unrepentant souls. Only those who have 
sufficient sense of sin to make them con- 
fess their sinnership, and sufficient ap- 
preciation of the saving, sacrificial, and 
atoning death of Christ to make them 
call upon his name find the salvation 





} 


WHO EVER SAW : 
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The Indians’ hand-carved 
family trees, these totem 
poles that make faces, are 
symbolic of the strange de- 
= sign which is Alaska . . . a 
design which you can study 
at first-hand when you join 
our Christian Fellowship 
Tour to mysterious Alaska. 


Unparalleled is this vacation-adventure which begins the moment you 
board the North Coast Limited in Chicago to start on a four weeks trip 
with congenial friends. We'll take the Rocky Mountain Sky Ride in 
Montana and visit Grand Coulee Dam. In Seattle, on July 18, we. will 
board our ocean steamer to thread Alaska’s mountain-sheltered Inside 
Passage, to visit ports of old Russian, gold, and totem lore. Returning, 
our party’s itinerary will include Portland, Crater Lake, the San Fran- 
cisco World’s Fair, Los Angeles, and Grand Canyon. @ You are most 
cordially invited to join our Seventh Annual Christian Fellowship Cruise 
to Alaska! Just fill out the coupon and you'll receive complete informa- 
tion and low costs from your home town. No obligation whatsoever. 


Name 


intesieianiententenfeenrortestevietanieuirteastatertestuiee=tameaieamatamenenen 


Mr. John W. Lane, Jr., Sunday School Times, 
325 N. 13th Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


Dear Mr. Lane: Please send me complete details and round trip cost 
of the “Christian Fellowship Tour’ to Alaska, from my home town. 





Address 











A City 


. 


State 
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that is all of grace. How much should a’ 


sinner grieve over his sin? Not so much as 
to make salvation a benefit of works, nor 
so little as to make the death of Christ 
a thing of less than infinite value. Pray 
for William Jennings Bryan University, 
Dayton, Tenn. 


Sat.—Micah 4:1-4. Universal Brotherhood. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “In the last days.” 
All men are brothers in Adam; but only 
those who have received Christ:as Sav- 
iour are Christian brothers. Universal 
brotherhood in Adam, wonderful as it is, 
is not in any sense Christian brother- 
hood. The children of Adam become the 
children of God by faith in Jesus Christ. 
The day will come when all shall know 
the Lord, and universal brotherhood will 
be in fact and not merely in name (Isa. 
11:9; Hab. 2:14). Pray for the Prairie 
Bible Institute, Three Hills, Alberta, Can. 


Sun.—Isaiah 45:20-25. The Father of Us All. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Look unto me, 
and be ye saved, all the ends of the 
earth: for I am God, and there is none 
else.” All men are God’s offspring. God 
is the Father of the spirits of all flesh. 
But in the Christian sense not all men 
can really say, “Our Father,” until they 
have received in regeneration, the Spirit 
of his Son, whereby they cry, “Abba, 
Father.” Pray for the Moody Bible In- 
stitute, 153 Institute Place, Chicago. 
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The Sunday School Times is published 
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